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Temple Talk 
News you can use from the TI-JCC community 

    

Jan/Feb/Mar 2023 

FROM THE RABBI’S 
STUDY 
 
Recognizing Israel 
 
I write these words from 
Israel, during the last days 
of the Bennett-Lapid gov-
ernment.  The Knesset is 
scheduled to approve the 
new Netanyahu govern-
ment the day after I write 
this, although the next few 
days still bear some uncer-
tainties.  While Netanyahu 
has been trying his best to reassure everyone within Israel 
and without that the new government will own its responsi-
bilities and not be defined by the extremism of his far-right 
partners, grave concerns remain. 
 
What are the concerns about the new government?  It 
seeks to reduce the power of the judiciary as a check 
against the government.  (Israel is a parliamentary democra-
cy where the legislative branch is the most powerful branch 
of government and already controls the executive 
branch.  When we say the government in a parliamentary 
system we refer to the executive powers that are author-
ized by the legislature.)  The legislation the new government 
proposes will reduce the mandatory retirement age of su-
preme court justices and give parliament (the Knesset) the 
authority to override judicial review (when the courts de-
clare a law unconstitutional).  Elements within the new gov-
ernment seek to make it difficult for LGBTQ couples to stay 
in hotels, for Arabs to receive equal medical care, and for 
Conservative and Reform Jews to have access to pray at the 
Western Wall.  Whether or not any or all of these changes 
will happen, the fact that they are being pushed as ele-
ments of the new government's platform has brought many 
Israelis to see a struggle over the nature of democracy it-
self.  I ask myself: do I recognize this Israel? 
 
Israel is, of course, not the only country whose democracy 
and constitutional system seems under siege.  The fact that 
Israel's incoming prime minister is under indictment and 
being tried in criminal courts for corruption is the least sur-
prising of the various developments in Israel since its last 
election at the beginning of November.  We have found the 
recent over-polarization of politics to be so disorienting that 
we find it difficult at times to recognize our own country, be 
 

Cont. on page 17 

President’s Column 
 
As I pen my penultimate presi-
dent’s message, I am hurrying 
home to light the Hanukkah 
candles with my kids.  I say 
kids, but you know they are 
teenagers now; the oldest 
starts college in September.  I 
would describe my kids as 
affiliated-adjacent.  I am affili-
ated.  They are adjacent to 
me.  But one tradition they 
warmly embrace is lighting the 
candles each night of Hanuk-
kah.  Cynics would cite the 
prospect of a present as the contributing cause.  But let’s be 
honest.  They would get the gift regardless.  Something 
more pulls them from homework or gaming to gather in the 
kitchen eight straight nights to strike a match and then a 
pose for the umpteenth “kids lighting menorah” photo that 
the grandparents grew tired of years ago.  Hanukkah is their 
pathway into Judaism. 
 
We each have different pathways into Judaism – practicing, 
leading, volunteering, participating, etc.  My pathway into 
Temple leadership was serving on the temple’s board, then 
on the executive committee, before becoming president.  
What started me down that path?  My parents’ commitment 
to the temple I grew up in, to be sure.  More immediately, 
Manny Haber asked if I would consider serving on the board, 
and after years of enjoying the benefits of the hard work 
and effort of our volunteers, lay leaders, and clergy, I felt it 
was time.  I was able—and delighted–to commit the time 
and the effort to give something back to our community. 
 
Temple Israel does not expect members to commit to serv-
ing on the board, volunteering, or even attending services.  
The temple is grateful that members pay dues and delighted 
whenever members are present.  Naturally, the more pre-
sent members are, the more vibrant Temple Israel.  Nothing 
gives me greater pleasure (at the temple) than a full parking 
lot. 

For our–the temple’s lay leaders’–part, we expect that we, 
in conjunction with the professional staff and tireless volun-
teers, produce the right combination of meaningful services, 
engaging educational and community-based programming, 
and joyous social events to connect with the greatest num-
ber of members (and nonmembers).  Naturally, the more  
 

Cont. on page 17 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Our community is hosting many activities and events to keep you busy during the winter months. 
 
Of course, every Shabbat people gather for services and for either an oneg or kiddush where we break bread       
together.  And thanks to the kiddush club, we often have warm soup on a cold Shabbat morning.  
 
On February 3, we hope you will join us for a Shabbat dinner following services.  We rely on volunteers to help cook 
and serve the dinner.  Last November a hundred people enjoyed a membership Shabbat dinner.  We hope you will 
come to this one. Please RSVP when the invitation goes out so we can make sure there is enough food for all. 
 
And, on February 4, in the evening, you will have a unique opportunity to listen to music from an Israeli artist.    
Vocalist Dida Pelled and her instrumental ensemble will perform jazz-style music. The concert will begin at 7:30 and 
will be followed by a reception. See “Musical Notes” and the flyer in this Temple Talk for more information. 
 
February 12, you can hear from members of our community who traveled to Israel in November with Steve       
Kornblit, who organized a Zahal Shalom thirtieth anniversary reunion tour. If you’d like to learn about Zahal        
Shalom, hear about this reunion tour, or make closer connections to people from Israel, please attend. See “Zahal 
Shalom” in this Temple Talk. 
 
We thank you for bringing your friends and relatives to our community Hanukkah party, which was a huge success 
thanks to Brian Della Torre and Caryn Friedman’s leadership. Many hands, including little hands, helped in the set 
up and clean up.  See photos (taken by Rob Kern) from the event below. 
 
Please bring your friends to any of our events and services.  Purim is coming up and that is always a fun holiday. 
 
Our community thrives when you show up and we welcome your help in planning activities and projects.  If          
interested, please contact Jay Hyne at 973-768-5387 or Jo Rosen at 201-805-3989. We are Membership’s co-chairs. 
 
Wishing you a safe and warm winter (especially when you come inside to Temple Israel). 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sisterhood has many fun events planned for the coming year. Please join us! Dues are $36 per year for synagogue 
members (free for first-year members) and $54 for nonmembers. Your money goes right back to the synagogue in 
the form of Circle of Honor membership, gifts, and events. 
 
On Saturday, January 14, we will gather in the sanctuary for Sisterhood Shabbat. We kvell with pride as we hear our 
sisters daven and leyn torah and haftarah. Other planned events for the spring include a Purim party in March, a 
Passover event in April, and our annual general membership meeting in May. Please join us, and please feel free to 
contact us with ideas for future activities. 
 
Past Events 
On November 19, Sisterhood 
hosted an Adult Night Out at the 
synagogue, with refreshments, 
wine and beer, and music and 
dancing. Many, many thanks to 
the committee that put the 
event together: Arlene         
Bernhardt, Sue Hill, and Tova 
Samuels, and especially to Sue 
for baking all the goodies in the 
TI kitchen. About 80 attendees 
rocked the night away to the 
music of the Sub-Bourbonites. 
 
Our paid-up membership dinner 
and Hanukkah party on           
December 19 was a great       
success!  Many thanks are due 
to Stephanie Gottesman for 
hosting. The delicious Israeli 
food was catered by Perfect Pita 
in Fairlawn. According to our 
custom, we collected holiday 
gifts for the Center for Hope and 
Safety, a Bergen County          
organization that aids and       
advocates for women who are victims of domestic violence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debbie Cantor and Elaine Silverstein, Co-presidents 
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RITUAL ROUNDUP 

Winter is in full force, with the familiar sounds of snowblowers roaring and skis whooshing. 
Football will soon crown a champion, followed soon after by the Daytona 500 and baseball’s 
spring training. We lit our menorahs at home and in the town square and are looking forward 
to our Tu B’Shevat seders and our Purim hamantaschen. 
 
Ritual is proud to announce that we purchased a new, modern edition of the Mishnah for the 
Rabbi’s Saturday/Sunday Muffins-and-Mishnah sessions, and new Passover haggadahs for our 
annual community seder. 
 

In the Torah we’ve wrapped up the stories of our patriarchs and matriarchs and just started the book of Shemot: 
the death of Joseph and the rise of Moses. Join us on Shabbat to hear about rebellion against slavery, plagues,    
exodus, the Red Sea crossing, the golden calf, the Ten Commandments, and the Ark of the Covenant. 
Here are the upcoming simchas and ritual events: 
 
 January 21: Helena and Michael Lindenberg dual b’nai mitvah 
 February 15: Tu B’Shevat 
 March 6: Erev Purim (and Purim Schpiel!) 
 
Many thanks to the people who contributed to our services on the dates when the rabbi 
was away, especially 
 
  Cantor Joel Leibowitz 
  Dan Mosenkis 
 Nanette Rosenbaum 
 Bob Smolen 
 
Please feel free to sign up to do a torah or haftorah reading, accessible online at:  http://signup.com/go/iVuOmDe. 
Contact David Millman with any questions: 
 millman.david@gmail.com. 
 
David Millman, Chair 
 
 

YOUTH 

USY and Kadima are on the rise! USY had eighteen people at their last event and Kadi-
ma had twenty-eight.  USY went bowling and here is a picture of the fun.  Don’t miss 
additional photos on the back cover! 
 
Kadima was hoops, pizza, havdalah, and indoor fun. 
 
USY is planning to go snow tubing on Sunday, January 29, from 4:00-6:00 pm.  Kadima 
will go snow tubing on Sunday, February 5, also from 4:00-6:00 pm. Families are invited 
to join the fun.  USY will have a movie night either at the end of February or the begin-
ning of March.  Keep an eye on your email for more details.  Kadima will go bowling on 
March 12. Kadima will also do something on April 16. USY and Kadima will end the year 
with events in May. 
 
The beauty of USY and Kadima, the FLIPPER youth groups, is that they are a great way 
to meet new friends.  Come join us for any or all of our upcoming events.  Bring your 
Hebrew school friends; bring your school friends. FLIPPER is open to everyone and there 
is no synagogue affiliation necessary, so the more the merrier! You do not need to be a member of FLIPPER, but 
membership has its benefits.  Membership is $18 for the year and all events in a temple setting are free, with dis-
counts for all other events. 
 
Looking forward to a fun second half of the year! If you have any questions, please contact Robyn 
at Rnowes@gmail.com or Marcia at edudirector@chsbc.org. 
 
Robyn Berger 

http://signup.com/go/iVuOmDe
mailto:millman.david@gmail.com
mailto:Rnowes@gmail.com
mailto:dudirector@chsbc.org
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NNJJA News 
A Message from Jessica 
 
The Case for Shabbat School 
When I got married I bought my husband David a set of tefillin. I had anticipated him 
needing them if we had any brises in our future and thought they’d be a meaningful gift.  
We had two sons, and he never put on his tefillin.  They still sit, dormant, in his drawer 
almost thirteen years later. 
 
Any parent will tell you that schedules dictate their lives.  Recently, out of need to fill a 
hole in our parenting schedule, my husband has started taking my youngest to Sunday 
minyan at the synagogue we attend.  They go, daven for a few minutes, eat a bagel, and 

then head over to swim lessons. 
 
David told me that he marvels at the rabbi, who puts on and take off tefillin with the dexterity and muscle memory 
of someone who is an expert.  The rabbi does it while talking with congregants and the wrap of the tefillin is perfect 
every single time.  David told me he’s feeling inspired to try out his tefillin, but feels a little nervous about it. He, 
after all, is no expert and this experience is new to him completely.  Sure, he can call the rabbi and get lessons. We 
can practice at home, and watch YouTube videos, but he will never have the muscle memory that the rabbi and 
some of the senior congregants do. 
 
There is no YouTube video that can replace doing, being, living, and listening in an actual real live experience.  This 
is why we have Shabbat School: to create muscle memory, confidence, and general know-how. Sure, you can cram 
before a bar or bat mitzvah by coming to some services as a lead up, but teaching our kids from a very young age 
that they belong in this community and that Shabbat includes them is why we do what we’re doing. 
 
Sure, we can teach when to rise and when to sit.  We can talk about how to open the ark, and explain what the 
different pieces of the bima are. None of it though, will replace the rhythm of shabbat morning.  When we teach 
tefilot one at a time we do not learn the order of operations. It takes living through Shabbat services to make the 
connections that will give our students the confidence to go into any service in the future and feel that they know 
what is going on. 
 
We invite you to attend our next few Shabbat School experiences.  There is programming for kids of all ages, from a 
year and a half through seventh grade, including time in the sanctuary where they can experience Shabbat as a 
congregant.  There is a half hour discussion and education session for parents or NNJJA graduates also. This coming 
Shabbat School on February 11 we will also celebrate our third graders who will receive their own siddurs at our 
siddur ceremony.  Please come, show our students what it means to be part of a congregation, and enjoy the      
hustle and bustle of a Shabbat morning with us. 
 
Jessica Spiegel, Director 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Mazal Tov to the Brandeis 
Men’s Club Man of the Year 
James Goldfarb and the 
Youths of the Year, Jake    
Cohen and Ethan Holden! 
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Adult Education 

 

Adult Education is having a busy and fruitful year, with programs to date focusing on politics and family. 
 
Politics 
As of this date three programs with a political focus have been featured. Two town hall forums with local                       
representatives were very successful: the first was with State Senator Joe Lagana, Assemblywoman Lisa Swain, and 
Assemblyman Chris Tully, and the second with State Senator Kristin Corrado and Assemblyman Christopher DePhillips 
(Ridgewood’s representatives). At the third, St. Peters College Professor Ginger Schnitzer spoke about lobbyists, their 
influence, and the pressures they confront lawmakers with. She shared a world behind the scenes with political      
action committees raising money to advocate for different legislators. These PAC’s cannot get the endorsement of 
the candidate. 
 
Families 
On November 20, Rabbi Fine and Reverend Nolan Palsma of the Upper Ridgewood Community Church discussed 
the “December Dilemma.”  Rabbi Fine focused on the perspective of Jewish families celebrating Hanukkah but facing 
the omnipresence of Christmas. He addressed how families can help their children understand the holiday and 
the dilemma it may cause.  Reverend Palsma emphasized that much of what people understand about Christmas 
doesn’t have a spiritual Christian background and that commercialization undermines the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
On December 11, Laura Jean Checki, NASA/Jet Propulsion Lab Master, presented “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle—From 
Earth to the Moon,” for adults and children.  Laura covered planet-saving practices here on Earth that will serve us in 
our efforts to colonize the moon. She discussed the Artemis moon mission and NASA’s goal to have the first female, 
the next male, and the first person of color on the moon by 2024. 
 
On Sunday January 22, at 12:30 pm, Michael Tozzoli will discuss “Healthy vs Unhealthy Relationships.” Michael is CEO 
of West Bergen Mental Healthcare and he and his team of highly skilled therapists work with children, adolescents, 
and adults in our community. 
 
Rabbi Fine’s Lecture Series 
Rabbi Fine began his series “Understanding Anti-Semitism in America,” which will culminate with a presentation by 
author Dara Horn on April 17, 2023. Rabbi Fine helped to explain Dara Horn’s book, People Love Dead Jews, and how 
the concept of famous dead Jews started with the death of Christ, and how Christ’s teachings reflect his Judaism. 
Rabbi Fine’s next lecture will be January 15, "Remembering Ellis Island.” 
 

Robert Smolen, Chair 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Professor Schnitzner Reverend Palsma Laura Jean Checki 
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WONDERFUL WINTER MUSIC AT TI 
 

December Open Mic Honorable Menschen 
 
The social hall was filled with Open Mic ruach and talent on Sunday afternoon, December 11.  Marc 
Cantor, who has chaired Open Mic over many years, was a marvelous master of ceremonies.  Kudos to our many 
wonderful guitarists/vocalists: Iven Rothenberg, Allan Weissman, Bob Dworkin, and Marc Cantor.  Wayne Miller 
played the djembe drum and also recited original poetry.  Cindy Zirkin and Debbie Cantor charmed us with their 
beautiful singing.  Tamara Freeman played klezmer violin and performed balance-gymnastics.  We extend special 
thanks to our guest performers:  Hank Bordowitz on guitar, Larry Solomon on vocals, and Cantor Sam Josephson.  
Many thanks to our appreciative audience members who always cheer us on! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
                
                     
       Cantor Sam Josephson            Cindy Zirkin                                Tamara Freeman                  Marc Cantor 
 

America Israel Cultural Foundation (AICF) Concert and Tu B’Shvat Reception  
On Saturday night, February 4, at 7:30 pm, The Music Committee will proudly present jazz singer, songwriter, and 
guitarist Dida Pelled and her jazz ensemble who will perform a concert in person at the synagogue. The performance 
will include music from Ms. Pelled’s latest album, “Love Of The Tiger.”  A festive Tu B’Shvat reception will                 
immediately follow featuring Israeli desserts, wine, and coffee. The cost is $20 for adults and free for children and 
students. 
 

Many thanks to Richard Schnaittacher, who generously sponsors the annual AICF concerts in loving memory of his 
parents Fred Schnaittacher z”l and Dorothy Schnaittacher z”l.  AICF has played a leading role in helping develop and 
fund many of Israel’s largest cultural institutions. Most of Israel’s finest artists have received assistance from AICF, 
including Itzhak Perlman, Menashe Kadishman, Pinchas Zukerman, Gil Shaham, Yefim Bronfman, the Israel             
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Israel Museum, and the Batsheva Dance Company. 

Left to right:  Iven Rothenberg, Wayne Miller, Larry Solomon, 
Hank Bordowitz 

Left to right: Bob Dworkin and Allan 
Weissman 
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More Wonderful Winter Music 
 
 
North Jersey Wind Symphony Flute Ensemble Shabbatot 
Shabbat services on February 17 and April 14 will feature the North Jersey Wind Symphony 
Flute Ensemble beginning at 6:30 pm. In 2019, the Flute Ensemble, led by our own Annette 
Baron Lieb, enhanced our Shabbat worship with their exquisite accompaniment to our Shab-
bat tefillot.  Temple Israel is thrilled to host the ensemble’s return for these two shabbatot.  
We thank these gifted musicians, who will play four different-sized flutes—a feast for the 
eyes, ears and soul. 
 
Purim Shpiel 
On Saturday, March 4, at 8:00 pm, our own Andy Lieb will direct “The Rebbe of Oz,” an adult satirical musical               
mash-up on the Book of Esther. After the shpiel, stay for coffee, wine, and desserts (including hamantaschen). See 
the story below and the the flyer on page 19 for all the details about this new-to-Temple-Israel event. Admission is a 
misholach manot donation of nonperishable foods for the Social Service Association of Ridgewood Food Distribution 
Center. 
 
Temple Israe’lights Bimah Band Shabbatot 
Musicians will enrich our Shabbat services on January 20, March 17, and May 26. In addition, think summer and save 
the date for Shabbat Under the Summer Sky on June 23: 6:00 pm concert, 6:30 pm services with the Bimah Band, 
7:30 pm Shabbat dinner. 
 
Y’shar Kochachem 
A special thanks to our hardworking and innovative music committee members: Frankie Bordowitz, Artie Bressler, 
Debbie Cantor, Marc Cantor, Bob Dworkin, Tamara Freeman, Bonnie Kaplan, Susan Kornblit, Wayne Miller, Jo Rosen, 
Nanette Rosenbaum, Harlan Rosenthal, Deana Rothenberg, Iven Rothenberg, Elaine Silverstein, Bruce Thaler, and 
Anne Wolf. If you would like to be part of this wonderful group of music-loving people, contact  
TamaraFreeman@verizon.net or debbiecantor23@gmail.com.  
 
We would love to hear your ideas and welcome you into the committee. 
 
 
Debbie Cantor, Concert Chair 
Tamara Freeman, DMA, Sacred Music Chair 
 

PURIM SCHPIEL:  THE REBBE OF OZ        
 
For the first time in 87 years (give or take a few decades), Temple Israel will be presenting a   
Purim shpeil!  "Oh yeh?" some have asked.  "What's a Purim shpiel?" (Some say spiel and some 
say shpiel.  Personally, I think shpiel is more fun to say)  The descriptive term Purim spiel had 
become widely used among Ashkenazi Jews as early as the mid-1500s. By the eighteenth centu-
ry in eastern Romania and some other parts of Eastern Europe, Purim spiels had evolved into 
broad-ranging satires with music and dance, for which the story of Esther was little more than a pretext. 
 
Well, recently it was discovered that new member Andy Lieb is an experienced community theater director and he 
was asked to put out the word "Hey kids, let's put on a show!".  The show he chose to present is The Rebbe of 
OZ.  (I'll give you three guesses which movie is being parodied.) The following answered his call: Susan Kornblit as 
Dorothy/Esther, Christine O’Donnell as Auntie Vashti; Marc Cantor as the Scarecrow; Laura Weissman Rothschild as 
the Tin Man; Annette Lieb as Haman; Cantor Joel Leibowitz as Roardicai; Stacey Scott as Blintze the Good Witch and a 
Flying Monkey; David Millman as the Rebbe; and Karen Lustig, Tamara Freeman, and Barry Freeman as 
Munchykins and Flying Monkeys. 
 
Be sure to mark Saturday March 4 at 8:00 pm on your calendar to come see The Rebbe of Oz.  Mishloach Manot 
admission:  Nonperishable food for the Ridgewood Food Bank.   And since it is written in a sacred Jewish text (it's 
either the Torah, the Talmud or my Aunt Sadie's address book) all Jewish events must serve food, we will provide 
coffee, wine, and desserts (including hamantaschen) after the show. 
 

Andy Lieb, Director 

mailto:TamaraFreeman@verizon.net
mailto:debbiecantor23@gmail.com
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TEMPLE ISRAEL DOES CHRISTMAS DINNER AT  

THE FAMILY PROMISE WALK-IN DINNER PROGRAM 
 
December 25, 2022, was a different kind of day than in the past for Temple Israel members. For two weeks 
we had purchased, lugged, peeled, chopped, sautéed, and repacked food to be served on December 25 to 
clients at the Bergen County Human Services Center in Hackensack, the home of the Family Promise Walk-In 
Dinner program. Our community came together to prepare a festive Christmas dinner for residents of       
Bergen County facing food insecurities and wanting a hot, home-cooked meal. 
 
The preparations were a concerted effort, with volunteers donating money and time. We were like the 
“Little Engine that Could,” with four to eight cooks at a time working together in the temple’s kitchen to   
prepare the multi-course meal. When I came down with covid six days before the event, Nadine Genet and 
Linda Paige came thorough to get the meal completed and delivered on Christmas morning. I’m sorry to say 
that I did not get to participate in the grand finale. I was told that the food was a success, especially the 
macaroni and cheese. In all, about 250 meals were served, with lots of leftovers. 
 
There are so many people that contributed to this holiday mitzvah. Thank you all for making this such a 
meaningful day. I am very proud as a member of the Temple Israel community and as a Jewish person living 
in Bergen County, that we could make a difference to some of our neighbors. 
 
Sue Hill 
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THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESSFUL FAMILY PROMISE  
WALK-IN DINNER 

 
It took the hard work of many people to pull of the first-ever preparation and serving of Christmas dinner at 
the Hackensack Family Promise Walk-In Dinner Program. This is our opportunity to thank everyone who con-
tributed—whether through their donations or through the long hours of food purchase, preparation and 
delivery. 

 

 

Donations 

  

Hands-on Volunteers 

 

 

Anonymous  
Aronsohn Weiner Salerno & Kaufman 
Legacy Development Group, LLC  
Orloff Lowenbach  
Zeller Law, LLC  
Miriam & Scott Baslaw  
Robert Beatty   
Sue Hill & Les Birnbaum  
Barbara & Steven Bressler  
Regina Rear-Connor  
Arlene & David Cox  
Linda Schenker Davis  
Marcy & Brian Della Torre  
Susan & Mark Elman  
Fredrick Frohn  
Elena & Ira Goldfarb  
Susie & Shelly Goldstein  
Bret Hodorski  
Steven Kandler  
Robin & Robert Kanen  
Deborah & Lowell Kirschner  
Gloria Lieberstein  
Lois & Martin Lipeles  
Karen & Richard Lustig  
Amanda & Kent Mackzum  
Kara & Aaron Miller  
Rita & Robert Obeiter  
Debbie & Craig Padover  
Jane & Richard Rosen  
Jo & Michael Rosen  
Jennifer & Michael Shepp  
William Skaff  
Elaine Silverstein & Bruce Thaler  
Jen & Evan Weitz  

 

 

Roz Altman 
Tamara Amoa 
Corina Aroneanu 
Miriam Bakal 
Les Birenbaum 
Steven Bressler 
Laura Brody 
Leigh Brown 
Pat Cardamone 
Sue Coleman 
Sylvia Fleischer 
Nadine Genet 
Stephanie Gottesman 
Pamela Grant 
Susan Green 
Manny Haber 
Anne Heller 
Susan Kornblit 
Steven Lerman 
Gloria Lieberstein 
Matt Lindenberg 
David Millman 
Craig Padover 

Linda Paige 
Risa & Bob Rohrberger 
Amanda Rohrberger 
Jane Rosen 
Stacey Scott 
Elaine Silverstein 
Bruce Thaler 
Barbara Weissman 
Anne Wolf 
Bob Zeller 
Cindy Zirkin 
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LEARN ABOUT ZAHAL SHALOM AND CONNECTING WITH ISRAEL 
 

How to really connect with Israel: Spend two weeks here in Bergen County with a delegation of injured Israeli         
veterans and then visit them in Israel. 
 
Zahal Shalom is a non-profit organization, made up of volunteers, that funds and organizes trips for injured Israeli 
veterans.  Every year, approximately ten veterans come to Bergen County as a delegation.  
 
Each year, we find ten host families.  Each takes one veteran into their home (and hearts). Another ten buddy       
families support the host families during the two weeks of activities. Our slogan is “In Our Homes for Two Weeks, In 
Our Hearts for a Lifetime”. Our slogan says it all. 
 
In 2005 when I was 47 years old, I had never had a connection to Israel. Maybe a book-learned, historical and         
religious connection, but not a deep bond. In 2005, Nancy Bortinger approached Susan and me to ask if we would 
host a veteran for Zahal Shalom.  Luckily, we said yes.  This one experience really gave us our connection to Israel 
before we ever visited the country.  
 
The connection was an Israeli named Zacky Lev-Ari.  He was serious and gentle with a nice smile. . . like a big teddy 
bear and the quintessential grandfather.  Our children loved him, we loved him. He was our first connection with 
Israel, but little did we know, he was not going to be our last.  Since Zacky, we have hosted seven more veterans and 
bonded with literally hundreds of others. 
 
Visiting Israel with the veterans we have met through Zahal Shalom is like no other travel experience I have               
encountered. The bonds you form here in America flourish and multiply when you meet the veterans’ spouses and 
families in Israel.  When Israelis show their American hosts their homeland, their Israel, it is beyond words. It is an 
experience I wish everyone could have. 
 
On February 12, 2023, we will spend an hour highlighting our trip of connection to Israel, celebrating the thirtieth 
anniversary of Zahal Shalom.  Several congregation members participated in the trip along with other members of 
Zahal Shalom from nearby synagogues. Hear their stories and experiences with the veterans and connection with 
Israel and learn how to do it for yourself and your family. 
 
What: A one hour adult education program titled “How to really connect with Israel: Spend two weeks with injured 
Israeli veterans here in Bergen County and then visit them in Israel! 
 
When: Sunday, February 12, 2023, at 12:30 pm 
 
Where: Temple Israel & JCC, 475 Grove St. Ridgewood, NJ 07450 
 

Who: Steve and Susan Kornblit, Jo Rosen, and other members of Temple Israel who participated in the thirtieth        
anniversary reunion tour in Israel during October/November of 2022. 
 

Cost: No charge 

Steve Kornblit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zacky Lev-Ari (photo by Jo Rosen) 

Left to right:  Samantha and Adam Kornblit, Zacky Lev-Ari, 
Steve and Susan Kornblit (photo by Jo Rosen) 
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Chesed: Here When you Need Us 
 

The Chesed Committee maintains a collection 
of gently used medical  equipment available for 
loan by congregants. We currently have canes, 
crutches, walkers, and a wheelchair. We hope 
you won't need any 
of these, but remem-
ber us if you do. If 
you have gently used 
medical equipment 
(small items only) 
that you’d like to  
donate, or if you 
have need of these 
items, call Elyse Levene to make arrangements 
at 201-306-1283.  

Temple Israel & JCC Circle of Honor 
 
The Circle of Honor is our campaign for high-end donors; it 
offers members an opportunity to make a three-year com-
mitment with a minimum annual contribution of $1,800.  
  
Circle of Honor donors are publicly recognized with a 
plaque in the main lobby. In exchange for your pledge, 
you’ll receive benefits such as free admission to designated 
TI-JCC events, reserved High Holiday parking, advertising 
space in the annual Ad Journal, and more, depending on 
your level of commitment. 
  
Information about the Circle of Honor is on our website at  

http://www.synagogue.org/support-us/circle-of-honor. 
 

Benefactor’s Circle 
Beth & Freddie Kotek 

Lisa Mellman & Toby Nygaard 

 

Patron’s Circle 
Anonymous 

Alyson Yashar & James Goldfarb 

Elyse Beidner & Louis Levene 

Sharon & Kenneth Levitsky 

Peri & David Namerow 

Tricia & Howard Schreiber 

 

Pillar’s Circle 
Audrey Meyers & Scott Agins 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel 

 

Sponsor’s Circle 
Linda & Abe Davis 

Anlly & Javier Delgado 

Tamara & Barry Freeman 

Susie & Shelly Goldstein 

Shari & Manny Haber 

Erin & Matthew Lindenberg 

Debbie, Wayne & Jared Miller 

Rita & Robert Obeiter 

Meri Schachter 

Merille & Harvey Siegel 

Bonita & David Weiss 

Jen Blanck & Evan Weitz 

 

 

 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BLOOD DRIVE       
On Sunday, December 18, Temple Israel      
conducted another successful blood 
drive.  There were twenty-two registered     
donors and we collected nineteen pints of 
whole blood and two double-red-cell             
donations. 
 

Temple Israel has been conducting these        
on-site, biannual blood drives for over thirty 
years with great success. We lost two years to 
Covid, but we were able to reinstate the drives 
for calendar year 2022 and have collected a 
total of forty-nine units for the year.  We 
proudly hope to work our way back to pre-
pandemic levels next 
year. 
 
Robert Rohrberger 
 

TI-JCC Mission Statement  
TIJCC offers a choice of Conservative 
and Reconstructionist services, and a 

variety of cultural, social and educational 
programs for those who are committed to 
creating an evolving and vibrant Jewish 

community in northern New Jersey.  
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KIDDUSH CLUB 
 

Those of us who have been affiliated with Temple Israel for many years will recall 
that the synagogue always provided a nice kiddush lunch for those who stayed 
after services.  This afforded a wonderful opportunity for members and guests alike 
to sit together, relax, and socialize.  Sometimes the kiddush was catered but mostly 

it was prepared by the old Kiddush Club, headed by Barbara Schneider. 
 
There had been a line item in the temple budget for kiddush lunches that, as a result of many factors, 
pretty much dried up in 2017.   When that happened the temple only provided for a minimalist meal: a 
“toothpick kiddush.”  This led to a rebirth of the Kiddush Club with annual member contributions funding 
an account specifically to be used for buying food for kiddushes. 
 
Bob Smolen and I have been volunteering to buy the food, typically alternating each week.  Having food in 
the kitchen is nice but the magic comes when a number of other volunteers help prepare decorated 
platters of fish salads, tossed salad, various other dairy dishes, and desserts.  To change things up once in a 
while we make a crockpot full of vegetarian cholent from Barbara Schneider’s delicious recipe. 

 
(Left to right: November 25, 2022 kiddush 
preparation with volunteers Roz Altman, Bob 
Dworkin, Annemarie Roscello, Judy Baslaw, 
and Tova Samuels. (Not pictured: regulars 
Stacey Scott, Deborah Kirschner, Elaine Silver-
stein, and Sue Hill) 
 
Since the November 13, 2021, School   
Shabbat, the club has been making soup as 
part of the kiddush: hot soup in the colder 
months and cold soup in the summer 
months.  Frequently varied and always a 
big hit, anytime there is no soup (due to 
the kiddush being catered), people ask, 
“Where’s this week’s soup?”  The answer 
we give usually is, “Come back next week 
and there’ll be soup.”  I’m not 100% sure, 

but I’ve been told that no other temple in the area offers hot and cold soups during their kiddush. 
 
The Kiddush Club is very appreciative of everyone who joined in 2022 by donating $144, the minimum    
annual ask for a family, or $75 for a single member. 
 
To show our thanks, in addition to the joy of offering a nice kiddush after services each shabbat, the       
Kiddush Club is proud to offer a bottle of its limited run, kosher, chipotle hot sauce to be made in the tem-
ple’s kitchen in either January or February, 2023: 
 
Free to each 2022 Kiddush Club Donor family or single member  
Free to all Kiddush Club volunteers who bought or prepared food for Shabbat kiddushim in 2022 
 
Anyone else who believes they would enjoy this hot sauce may take a bottle home and subsequently make 
a donation to the Kiddush Club (suggested minimum: $18).  Not sure?  Ask any of the people who have 
tried a bottle from Bob Dworkin’s kitchen:  Scott Baslaw; Hank Bordowitz, Rabbi Fine, Evan Fleischmann, 
Rob Kern and Tova Samuels, Wayne Miller, Tina Polan, Jose Serna, Howard Schreiber, Stacey Scott, Barbara 
Schneider and Bob Smolen, and Sandy and Joe Wechsler. 
 
As Kiddush Committee chair, I want to thank everyone who makes our kiddush 
lunches possible. 
 

Bob Dworkin 
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Rabbi Fine, cont’d from p. 1 
 
it the United States or Israel.  But Israel's new government is 
also facing an opposition of disparate concerns: the anti-
communism of the Soviet-emigre Yisrael Beiteinu party and the 
socialism of the Labor party, the Zionism of Benny Gantz and the 
pragmatic Palestinian Islamist nationalism of Monsour Ab-
bas.  The ground seems to be forever shifting. 
 
I write these words in an Israel of high-speed trains, controlled-
access toll roads and huge tunnels through mountains passing 
congested city traffic, an infrastructure that was not even imag-
ined when I spent two years living here as a student (one year as 
an undergraduate and one year as a rabbinical student).  And 
yet, after leaving the rental car in a Jerusalem parking garage 
and walking the streets of the Old City, the medieval alleys that 
have been navigated by visitors and pilgrims for over a thousand 
years, I saw how much has not changed at all. 
 
I write these words in Israel the day after celebrating with my 
family at my niece's bat mitzvah.  Only a few people in the room 
were people I knew when I lived in Israel during my student 
years.  So many of the people who make me who I am today, 
like Alla and the boys, were not in my life those years ago.  Do I 
recognize that self from the past, from the vantage point of who 
I am today? 
 
These questions of recognition hit us when we discern the 
movement of time and space.  Since a family simcha 
(celebration) is a special time, and Israel is—and has always 
been for me—a special place, the changes are all the more sali-
ent.  But change is a constant no matter where and when we 
are.  Israel's political landscape today is strange and disori-
enting.  But these things change.  They change from the past, 
and they will change from the present.  I write these words in an 
Israel that is at the same time so strange and so familiar.  I con-
sole myself with the faith that the familiarity is far more endur-
ing than the strangeness. 
 
It is important for all of us to become more familiar with Israel, 
to recognize Israel as one recognizes oneself and one's fami-
ly.  Alla and I are planning to lead Temple Israel's next congrega-
tional trip to Israel in summer 2024.  Plan ahead to join us. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Column, cont’d from p. 1 
 
present members are, the more vibrant Temple Israel.  Nothing 
gives me greater pleasure (at the temple) than a full parking lot. 
 
For our–the temple’s lay leaders’–part, we expect that we, in 
conjunction with the professional staff and tireless volunteers, 
produce the right combination of meaningful services, engaging 
educational and community-based programming, and joyous 
social events to connect with the greatest number of members 
(and nonmembers).  Naturally, the more input we receive, the 
more volunteers, the more members who donate generously, 
the more successful the endeavor. 
 
A few individuals deserve special mention for answering the call 
to give above and beyond by serving on the temple board.  Joe 
Landau and Evan Weitz, who have served as trustees for many 
years, are stepping off the board effective January 1.  Joe and 
Susan are moving to Westchester.  Evan and Jen are staying put.  
But Evan has been elected to the Ridgewood Village council.  
Among Joe’s accomplishments as temple trustee and Security 
Committee chair, he successfully steered the our applications for 
grants to improve security.  Evan, in addition to serving as trus-
tee, also served as treasurer, a capacity in which he capably 
crafted several balanced budgets and helped to negotiate better 
terms for the temple’s mortgage.  On behalf of the board and 
the entire Temple Israel community, I thank them for their won-
derful work to improve the temple and advance its mission. 
 
Though the shoes to fill are large, I am delighted to share that 
Linda Schenker and Randy Cohen have stepped forward to com-
plete the remaining year of Joe’s term (Linda) and the remaining 
five months of Evan’s term (Randy).  Linda and Randy have deep 
roots in the TI community and will bring fresh perspective and 
their unique professional and personal skills to enrich our board 
deliberations.  I am grateful that Linda and Randy are willing to 
lend a hand. 
 
How about you?  Shortly after this article runs in Temple Talk, I 
will appoint Howard Schreiber to chair our nominating com-
mittee.  Howard will select a group of trustees and members, 
who will work to return a slate of trustees (including officers) to 
stand for election at the general membership meeting on May 
24, 2023.  Would you consider stepping forward like Linda and 
Randy to help lend a hand in running the temple?  Trustees 
serve for one- or three-year terms.  Unlike at some synagogues, 
our trustees are not expected to make financial contributions 
(though we will not stop them from doing so).  Rather, we value 
their time and discernment.  Trustees are expected to partici-
pate in board meetings, held one Wednesday evening each 
month for about two hours.  As ambassadors of the temple, 
they are encouraged to participate in temple events and cham-
pion temple initiatives.  The lift is light, the rewards are many. 
 
Another reason I joined the temple board and have served as an 
officer: I wanted to help create and shape the Jewish community 
in which Alyson and I were raising our kids.  This brings me back 
to that affecting Hanukkah homily at the head of this messageJ.  
Turns out, that reason for serving was somewhat misplaced, 
since the kids seem to identify with their Jewishness more at 
home than at the temple.  But many temple lay leaders got in-
volved early to successfully make a second home at the temple 
for their families.  I and our community are indebted to every 
one of them for their service, and I hope to be indebted to you, 
too.  (Please reach out to Howard if you feel inspired.) 
 
On behalf of the board, I want to extend the temple’s warmest 
wishes to you and your families for a healthy and happy secular 
new year.  
 
James Goldfarb 

Temple Talk 
 
 

News you can use from the TI-JCC 
community 

 

Temple Talk Staff 
Coordinator:  Nadine Genet 
Editor:  Anne Wolf 
Designer:  Lorissa Lightman 
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USY members take over the bowling alley! 


