
 1 

 

 

Temple Talk 
News you can use from the TI-JCC community 

    

March/April 2019 

FROM THE RABBI’S 
STUDY 
 
Engaging the Fractured 
Dialogue with Israel 
 
As we approach the  
Israeli election which is 
scheduled for April 9, 
we continue to read and 
hear about the expand-
ing chasm that lies    
between the average 
American Jew and     
Israel.  A book of essays 
published last year by the Reform rabbinate aptly ex-
presses the frayed relationship as The Fractured Dia-
logue. That book, and many of the issues it raises, was 
the subject of our community-wide night of learning on 
February 2, our Sweet Tastes of Torah, organized each 
year by the North Jersey Board of Rabbis. Hundreds of 
committed members of northern NJ congregations, 
including TI-JCC, gathered that evening at Temple Beth 
Rishon in Wyckoff.  
 
A plenary session with one of the book’s authors was 
followed by two sessions, when participants chose be-
tween a dozen offerings by members of the Board of 
Rabbis. Rabbi Moser and I were privileged to join our 
rabbinic colleagues and the broader community that 
evening. I came away with a sense of comfort that de-
spite the growing ambivalence to negativity that many 
American Jews feel about Israel, the topic of Israel is 
still one that draws us together; this was the best 
attended Sweet Tastes of Torah evening I can remem-
ber. Those who gathered did not agree about any of 
the major issues relating to Israel, but we all agreed 
that we cared.   
 
I attended a session taught by Rabbi Schlosberg from 
Glen Rock (prior to mine); we went around the room 
sharing how we felt about the tensions over Israel. I 
shared that from my view I sometimes get very upset 
with Israel, but that is because I care about Israel so 
much.  It is only with the relationships that we care 
most about, with the people whom we love the most,  
                Continued on p. 14 

A MESSAGE FROM    
RABBI LEIAH MOSER 
 
As our recent parshiyot 
have been focused on 
the construction of the 
portable sanctuary and 
its ritual implements, it 
might be an appropriate 
time to consider for a 
moment the issue of 
purity—a subject of vi-
tal importance for our 
ancient biblical ances-
tors and one which con-
tinues to resonate 
strangely in rabbinic Judaism to this day.  
 
Purity was important to the priests of Israel because it 
was a necessary condition for the sacrificial ritual. The 
Mishkan—and later, the Temple—was conceived as a 
place wherein God’s presence could dwell among the 
people, and since the presence of God could not rest in 
a place of impurity, the sanctuary must be kept pure at 
all costs. In those times, the segment of the people 
primarily responsible for keeping themselves pure 
were the priesthood, and so it is unsurprising that a 
higher standard of ritual purity applies to the priests 
than to any others.  
 
During the time of the second Temple, a shift began to 
happen in the perception of purity among a party of 
learned Jews who wanted to de-emphasize the cen-
trality of the Temple and its priesthood in favor of the 
people as a whole. Basing their approach in part on 
verses from the Torah such as that which designates 
Israel as a “kingdom of priests,” they took practices of 
ritual purity which hitherto had been observed mainly 
by the priesthood and applied them to the lives of eve-
ryday Jews. The members of this sect, who came to be 
known as the perushim (in English usage, Pharisees), 
were, as far as we can tell, the originators of the doc-
trine of the Oral Torah, and thus can be called the in-
tellectual ancestors of modern rabbinic Judaism.  
 
  
                Continued on p. 14 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS AND EVENTS 

Shalom!  It has been a busy few months at the synagogue 
and it has been no different for our Sisterhood. We are so 
thrilled to see so many people come out to our events, and 
we hope you are having as much fun as we are.   
 
Sisterhood Shabbat was held on January 19. Thank you to 
all who helped make our Sisterhood Shabbat a success. It 
was very special to come together for a service where so 
many of our Sisterhood members led us in prayer. To our 
Torah readers and our service participants, yasher koach. 
To Frankie Bordowitz, thank you for the beautiful kippot, 
and to Tricia Schreiber, thank you for organizing a smooth 
service.  It is no easy feat. 
 
We had an opportunity to show off our art skills at Painting 
with a Twist in Glen Rock in February. Despite the step-by-
step instructions, each piece was unique. Can’t wait until 
next year’s paid-up membership party! 
 
Spring will be here before you know it—and time for 
spring cleaning and organizing. Let’s get in touch with our 
inner Marie Kondo. Sisterhood will be hosting an event 
open to the community on Sunday, March 24 at 10 am.  
Gayle Gruenberg of Let’s Get Organized will provide us 
with guidance and expertise as she talks about freeing us 
from clutter. This will be perfect before Passover!
Refreshments will be served. 

 
Looking ahead: 
We’re planning 
some additional 
spring events like a 
baking activity and a 
field trip (details to 
come). 
 
A little stressed? 
How about yoga?  
Join us for yoga on 
Thursdays, 7pm at 
Temple Israel. 
 

Contact Debbi Cantor for details: 
201-612-3295debbiecantor@optonline.net. 
 
Don’t forget our gift shop for all your holiday and Judaica 
needs. Hostess gifts, wedding gifts, holiday decor, Shabbat 
candles . . . we’ve got it. Contact Stephanie Gottesman for 
more information.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you. 
Abbie 

President’s column 

A recent Pew study has good 
news for Jews in pews and for 
Jews who hang out with their 
synagogue friends at least once a 
month (this isn’t exactly what 
the report stated, but it is an ac-
ceptable theory).   
 
Basically, the report suggested 
that engaging with your religious 

community really does make you happier. And, at least 
for me, even serving as president for close to three 
years now, this is a true statement.  
 
People who are religiously active, the Pew analysis 
showed, are happier. The parameters used for “active” 
were monthly service attendance and identification 
with a religious group. If you change the definition to 
monthly attendance at a Temple Israel meeting or 
event, the majority of us meet this low threshold. But, 
according to the report, affiliation by itself won’t make 
you happier. However, on behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors and entire Temple Israel community, thank you for 
your membership. 
 
The researchers of the Pew study found that people 
who form relationships within their communities get 
the greatest happiness benefit. This brief report, 
written up in the Forward, reminded me of my remarks 
on Yom Kippur. In summary, I remarked that people 
will come to synagogue for High Holiday services, but 
they will stay for the relationships they have devel-
oped. I have a gym membership, a Netflix membership. 
and Amazon Prime membership. I have a relationship 
with Temple Israel.  
 
It’s easy to have a relationship with Temple Israel.  
Come to our services and stay for the Kiddush that fol-
lows. Or just come for the haimish Kiddush—shopped 
for and plated by members. Come to an event (if you 
were not at the Speakeasy on Saturday, February 9 you 
missed a great one). The first weekend in March is the 
Adele Rebell Memorial Scholar-in-Residence Shabbat 
with Cantor Gerald Cohen, who will be participating in 
Friday night services on March 1, and lecturing and per-
forming on Saturday night, March 2. And on March 9, 
we will have our annual Ways and Means dinner dance. 
This year we are honoring Rabbi David and Alla Fine on 
their tenth anniversary with our community. It will be a 
great evening with lots of your friends.  We can even 
help out with babysitting if needed.   
 
Being a part of the TI-JCC family is akin to ensuring that 
your room is still there after you go away to college.  
You can always come home. And even if you don’t, we 
will be here.  
 
 
 

 
 

TI-JCC Mission Statement  
TIJCC offers a choice of Conservative and 
Reconstructionist services, and a variety of 

cultural, social and educational programs for 
those who are committed to creating an 

evolving and vibrant Jewish community in 
northern New Jersey.  

http://debbiecantor@optonline.net
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MUSICAL NOTES   
 

 

The Music Committee hosted a speakeasy on Saturday night, February 9.   
Guests were welcomed by the terrific musical duo of Artie Bressler on  
woodwinds and Tony Scally on guitar. Guests entered a secret door  
through the kitchen, whispered the protected password (swordfish!), and  
enjoyed a scotch-tasting and other tasty beverages and goodies.   
 
A highlight of the evening featured two terrific rock-and-roll bands:  our own Temple Israel Fir Kashes (Fire Catchers) 
and the Sub-Bourbonites from the Glen Rock Jewish Center. Many thanks to Marc Cantor for organizing and perform-
ing in both groups. Many thanks to Wayne Miller, Bob Dworkin, and Iven Rothenberg for organizing and staging the 
1920s trivia contest. Thanks also to Tina Polen for all of her fantastic help. The speakeasy co-chairs, Debbie Cantor 
and Tamara Freeman, had a wonderful time working with the committee on this fun evening of 1920s revival.  
Thanks to everyone who attended and helped make the event really great. You can see some photos on page XX 
 
Save the date!  Sunday May 5, 2019, 3:00 pm:  American-Israel Cultural Foundation Concert featuring young Israeli 
virtuosi. 
 
The Bmah Band looks forward to playing for Shabbat services on April 26, June 7, and June 28, which will be our first 
Shabbat Under the Summer Sky. 
 
The Bimah Band and choir will meet on Tuesday evenings, 7:45-9:00 pm to learn new Shabbat and folk music.   
Consider yourself a member of either group and join us on March 12, April 9, and May 14. 
 
Debbie Cantor and Nanette Rosenbaum, concert co-chairs 
Tamara Freeman, DMA, sacred music chair 
 

RITUAL HAPPENINGS 
 

As winter turns into spring, we think of NCAA brackets, lawn maintenance, and hamantaschen—yum! So please bring 
the family out (in costume, with gragger) to join us reading the Megillah 
Esther on Erev Purim, Wednesday night, March 20. 
 
Purim is surrounded by special shabbatot that lead us into the month of 
Nisan: 
-Shabbat Zachor, Saturday, March 16 
-Shabbat Parah (Logan Zur Bar Mitzvah), Saturday, March 30 
-Shabbat HaChodesh (Men's Club Shabbat), Saturday, April 6 
-Shabbat Gadol, Saturday, April 13 
 
This is all a buildup to Passover. So clean your house; sell your hametz; 
cook, cook, cook, and join us for: 
-Pesach days 1 & 2, Saturday/Sunday, April 20-21 
-Pesach days 7 & 8, Friday/Saturday, April 26-27  
(Shir HaShirim, the Song of Songs is read on day eight.) 
 

Finally, feel free to attend the next Ritual Committee meeting on Sunday,  
March 10, following minyan at 10 am. 
 
David Millman and Bob Smolen,  
Ritual co-chairs 
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B’YACHAD 
 
This winter, the adults of B'yachad have been having a good time! The ladies had a night out in January at Stone & 
Rail in Glen Rock with dinner, drinks, and gabbing. Just a week later, the guys met up for ax throwing at Bury the 
Hatchet in Paramus. Amazingly, no one was injured and they have all asked to go back again. 
 

Coming up in March we'll get the kids involved 
again at a family outing on Sunday afternoon, 
March 31. Details will be sent out via the B'yachad 
News email. Keep an eye on your inbox for further 
details. 
 
Erin LIndenberg 
Erinlindenberg@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

 
TI Youth began 2019 in the same fashion it ended 2018, with strong turnout at fun events. Building on the success 
of November’s Sky Zone visit—our first event co-sponsored with BCHSJS—our USYers and BCHSJSers laced up the 
blades and bonded on the ice for an afternoon of sliding-and-gliding at the Ice House in Hackensack. A good turn-
out fueled good vibes for all. And, thankfully, the event did not turn into a full-employment program for our local 
orthopedists. 
 
USY did not corner the market on ice in January, however. Our middle schoolers had a blast at Kadima’s bingo and 
make-your-own ice cream sundae evening, hosted by JCC Paramus. The extremely well-attended event ran well 
past the appointed end. The TI Kadimniks I spoke with the next morning all gave the event two thumbs up.  
 
The fun will continue as cabin fever gives way to spring fever. Our high schoolers can croon with their cronies at 
Karaoke Night on Saturday, March 9, 8-10 pm at JCC Paramus, with a professional host, snacks, and ice cream sun-
daes. The cost is $5 for USY members, $10 for nonmembers. RSVP to Marcia Kagedan, our chapter youth director, 
at 201-262-7733 or edudirector@jccparamus.org. 
 
The very next day, Sunday, March 10, our middle schoolers can practice their putts and three-pointers as Kadima 
goes mini-golfing and bank-shot basketball playing in Bogota, 3:30-5:30 pm, at the Bogota Golf Center. Cost: $10 
for members.  $15 for nonmembers. The event includes games, pizza, and snacks.  RSVP to Marcia. 
 
TI Youth programming aims to encourage our middle and high school members to engage with their Jewish peers 
at TI, in Bergen County, and beyond through age-appropriate social, religious, and cultural events. We are affiliated 
with the Conservative movement’s Kadima organization for middle school students and United Synagogue Youth 
organization for high school students. Our local chapter, known affectionately as FLIPPER, includes Conservative 
congregations in Fair Lawn, Paramus, and Ridgewood. Marcia and I welcome your comments and suggestions for 
how we can improve programming and engagement. I can be reached at jameskasen@verizon.net. 
  

mailto:edudirector@jccparamus.org
mailto:jameskasen@verizon.net
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NNJJA News 
 A Message from Jessica  
 
Mi Sh’nichnas Adar, Marbim B’Simcha: When the month of Adar arrives, we feel joy. 
That’s exactly how we’re feeling at NNJJA. One of our most exciting events of the 
year, the NNJJA Purim Festival is coming up. This year, everyone is invited to partici-
pate in something that we can guarantee you’ve never done before. What is it you 
ask? It’s Klezmer Aerobics!  
 
To warm us up for the Purim Carnival we’ve invited Klezmer Aerobics instructor Daniel 
Brenner, who uses shtetl music to get us all moving and grooving, and we can’t wait! 
Wear a comfortable costume, because it’s about to get funky on March 17 at 10 am. 
 

We’ve had a busy past few months at the Hebrew school. In January, our Kitah Alef students received their siddurim 
in a beautiful ceremony. We are very proud of the students and their progress. We’ve participated in the World Wide 
Wrap, a day devoted to teaching our oldest students about tefillin; our students joined morning minyan and were 
able to put tefillin on for the first time. We’ve had some really cool tarbut activities like Hebrew Zumba (we got super 
sweaty to Israeli music). One of our favorite tarbut activities was unrolling the whole entire Torah around the room.  
Wow! The Torah is long! It was really neat to see how each book of the Torah ends, the Ten Commandments, where 
the shema is, and the place where the Israelites cross the Red Sea. Our students all got the chance to find some of 
the letters in their Hebrew names too. It was a real treat for all of us.   
 
We look forward to spring, and to a great rest of the school year. 
  
Jessica Spiegel, director 
JSpiegel@synagogue.org 
201-444-4194 

  

Photos: Jo Rosen Photography 
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   MEMBERSHIP 
 
We are looking forward to honoring ten years of rabbinic leadership when Rabbi David and Alla Fine are honored at 
our annual fund-raiser on March 9. Rabbi Fine has inspired a cohort of regulars to study mishna every Shabbat morn-
ing (with a muffin and coffee in hand) and believe it or not, we have heated discussions about sacrifices and other 
rituals practiced over 2,000 years ago. Somehow, our rabbi helps us connect the dots to life in the 21st century. And 
his annual lecture series never disappoints. 
 
There is something for everyone here at Temple Israel. If you like music, come to Kabbalat Shabbat services when 
our temple-member Bimah Band accompanies the service. Or, you can join the choir or simply enjoy a concert.  
 
On May 2, our Kabbalat Shabbat services will be around a campfire and led by song leader extraordinaire Amichai 
Margolis. Looking forward to Sunday, May 5, there will be a concert by Israeli musicians. 
 
Learning is alive at TI. Both Rabbi David Fine and Rabbi Leiah Moser offer interesting courses, and we often have out-
side speakers under the auspices of Sisterhood and Men's Club. If you want to participate in social action, the Tikkun 
Olam committee prepares and serves food to the homeless four times a year and prepares dinner for women 
who’ve escaped domestic violence on Mother's Day. Of course, you are welcome to join any of our committees. 
If you like to have fun, just check out the parties and activities planned by our Sisterhood, Men's Club, and Music 
Committee. 
 
If you are like me and enjoy the energy of seeing our children run around, you would have schepped much nachas 
seeing our third graders receive their own siddurs funded by the Amsterdam Family Endowment Fund, and our    
NNJJA school kids look with awe at the Torah scroll as it was unrolled around the social hall. 
 
Please call me or my co=chair, Jen Weitz or Caryn Starr-Gates, membership chair for RCBI, if you have questions 
about introducing new friends to our community. Our gift of membership program is in its second year. If you gave 
gifts of membership out to friends, please make sure they are meeting other people and partaking in our community 
life. 
 
Wishing you all a happy spring. 
 
Jo Rosen 
Membership Co=chair 

Meet Dr. Ira Spar – leader of our Israel trip 
May 26—June 7, 2019 

 
 

TI-JCC member Dr. Ira Spar, professor of history and ancient studies at 
Ramapo College, is leading the trip to Israel this year. He is formerly    
co-director of excavations at Tel Hadar, Israel and research Assyriologist 
at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.   
 
Ira co-authored The Ebabbar Temple Archive and Other Texts from the 
Fourth to the First Millennium B.C. Cuneiform Texts in The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, vol. IV, New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art , 
2014.  
 
He has also published many scholarly articles and papers. 
 

 
 
 

See pages 10 & 11 for trip details & itinerary 
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Tikkun Olam 
 
The Tikkun Olam committee consists of members of both TI and RCBI who work together to try to repair the world. 
Our efforts focus on helping people in our community who are poor and homeless and on raising awareness about 
important national issues.  This winter we focused on our regular activities of feeding the homeless, collecting blood 
donations, and assisting neighbors such as the residents of Ridgecrest Senior Housing, a low-income housing complex 
in Ridgewood.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Family Promise Walk-In Dinners 
Four times each year, our synagogue community cooks, delivers, and serves dinner at the Family Promise of Bergen 
County walk-in dinner program in Hackensack. This large-scale endeavor is possible through the leadership of Sue Hill 
and Nadine Genet and the continued efforts of a large group of volunteers who donate food and prepare and serve 
the meals. On February 26 we served a hot and hearty meal to over 100 people. The remaining spring 2019 cooking 
and serving dates are as follows:  
 

Cooking      Serving 
Sunday, March 31  Tuesday, April 2 

 
Many congregants donate food items to this important effort. If you would like to help with cooking or serving or 
would like to donate food, contact Nadine Genet at nzgenet@outlook.com. 
 
Spring Blood Drive 
The next blood drive will take place on Sunday, April 28. If you’ve been donating for years, thanks very much, and 
please continue. If you’re never done it before, it’s easy and painless, so give it a try. The need for blood is urgent and 
unceasing. You can drop in or make an appointment in advance (To make an appointment, contact Bob Rohrberger at 
rrohrberger@foxrothschild.com or Jerry Birenz at JerzykB@aol.com. 
 
New committee members as well as ideas about programming are welcome: contact co-chairs Bob Rohrberger 
(rrohrberger@foxrothschild.com or Elaine Silverstein (elasil@optonline.net) for more information.  

 

BRANDEIS MEN’S CLUB 
 
Men’s Club Shabbat is Saturday, April 6. We encourage all the men of Temple Israel & JCC to join us on the bimah. 
If your bar mitzvah was your last time up, here’s your chance to be part of the service. We have English and Hebrew 
aliyot available for all.   Please reach out to David Millman, millman.david@gmail.com, and ask for a part. Don't be 
shy!  And of course there will be a fabulous Kiddush. 
 
On the evening of April 6 at 8:15 pm,  the Men’s Club will host Totally 80s Totally Murder, a murder mystery night.  
The flyer on page 15 has details.   
 

Save June 25 for the Men's Club annual golf outing at Farmstead Golf 
& Country Club in Andover. It is open to players of all levels and is 
always a day of great camaraderie.   
 
 
 
 
 

The Men’s Club executive committee, hard at 
work at a recent meeting at Railyard Tavern in 
Fair Lawn. 

mailto:nzgenet@outlook.com
mailto:rrohrberger@foxrothschild.com
mailto:JerzykB@aol.com
mailto:rrohrberger@foxrothschild.com
mailto:elasil@optonline.net
mailto:millman.david@gmail.com
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BAT MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT:  
LOGAN ZUR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Logan Zur, daughter of Tracy and Bobby Zur, lives in 
Franklin Lakes and attends the Academies at GBDS.  
 
Logan is passionate about music, and currently is enjoy-
ing being the lead singer of a 1970’s/80’s progressive 
rock band at the School of Rock as well as performing in 
musicals such as “Legally Blonde” and “Heathers.”  
 
In addition to music, Logan plays basketball and loves to 
cook. She has also watched the entire series “The Office” 
multiple times and can recite most of the episodes by 
heart.  
 
As someone who has been involved in the Jewish day 
school community since the age of two, Logan is proud 
and excited to follow in her brother Coby’s and sister 
Kayla’s footsteps as she rises to the bimah on March 
30th.  
 

ADULT ED 
 

Adele Rebell Memorial Scholar-in-Residence Shabbat 
By the time you are reading this, 
you may have heard the buzz 
about our Adele Rebell Memori-
al Scholar-in-Residence Shabbat. 
Cantor Gerald Cohen highlight-
ed the history of the tunes we 
sing in synagogue and regaled 
us with music composed by 
American Jewish composers. 
 
History of American Jewry 
We are looking forward to the 
remaining lectures by Rabbi Fine 
on the History of American Jew-

ry on Sunday mornings on March 3, and March 31. On 
June 2 we will be taking a day trip by bus to the National 
Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia. 
Please save the date; we hope you can come along with 
us to this fascinating museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talmud 
Rabbi Fine’s Tuesday night class at 7 pm: March 5, 12, 
26;  April 2,  9.  23,  30.  
 
The David Story 
Rabbi Moser’s class meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays of every month at 7:30 pm, as the group 
continues reading and discussing Robert Alter’s book. 
 
Mystical Parashat HaShavua 
Join Rabbi Moser every Thursday at 2:00 pm for a look 
at the weekly Torah portion through the lens of some of 
the classics of Jewish mysticism. Each week we will read 
a part of the parsha alongside commentary from the 
Zohar or the chassidic masters and discuss the insights 
contained therein. Open to all; RSVP rabbile-
iah@synagogue.org  
 
Happy learning, 
Jo Rosen, Adult Education chair 

If you’d like to catch up with what Rabbi Fine and 
Rabbi Moser are writing about in the Jewish Standard, 
you’ll find their articles archived here: 
 
Rabbi Fine 
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/david-j-fine/ 
 
Rabbi Moser 
https://jewishstandard.timesofisrael.com/writers/
rabbi-leiah-moser/ 

Chesed  – Here When you Need Us 
 
Did you know that the Chesed Committee maintains a 
collection of gently used medical  equipment available 
for loan by congregants? We currently have canes, 
crutches, walkers, and a wheelchair. We hope you 
won't need any of these, but remember us if you do.   
 
If you have gently used medical equipment (small 
items only) that you’d like to  donate, or if you have 
need of these items, call Elyse Levene to make  
arrangements at 201-306-1283.   

mailto:rabbileiah@synagogue.org
mailto:rabbileiah@synagogue.org
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/david-j-fine/
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TI-JCC Speakeasy 

The social hall was transformed for one night 
in February into a speakeasy and what a 
great time we had: trivia & costume contests, 
food & drink, music & dancing. 
 
(Top left) Debbie Cantor, Wayne Miller and 
Tamara Freeman. 
 
(Top right) The “speakeasy” doors. 
 
(Above) Our costume contest contenders 
show off their regalia. 
 
(Left) Melony & Bob Muller with Tamara & 
Barry Freeman in their period costumes. 
 
(Right) Deanna Rothenberg and Bob Muller 
won the costume contest.   
 
Photos: Bruce Thaler 
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More from the World Wide Wrap 
 
The World Wide Wrap (WWW) is in international program 
under the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs to educate 
about, and promote the wearing of, tefillin. It is observed 
each year on Super Bowl Sunday.  
 
Students in the Hey class did the wrap with their parents, as 
younger students were wrapped, as it were, in the Torah 
scroll that was unwound around the room.  

 
 

Temple Israel & JCC Circle of Honor 
The Circle of Honor is our campaign for high-end  

donors ; it offers members an opportunity to make a  
three-year commitment with a minimum annual  

contribution of $1,800.  
 

Circle of Honor donors are publicly recognized with a 
plaque in the main lobby. In exchange for your pledge,  

you’ll receive benefits such as free admission to  
designated TI-JCC events, reserved High Holiday parking, 

advertising space in the annual Ad Journal , and more, 
depending on your level of commitment. 

 
Information about  the Circle of Honor  

is on our website at   
http://www.synagogue.org/support-us/circle-of-honor. 

 
 Benefactor’s Circle 
 Beth & Freddie Kotek 

 
 Patron’s Circle 

 Alyson Yashar and James Goldfarb 
 Sharon & Kenneth Levitsky 

 Rita & Robert Obeiter 
 Tricia & Howard Schreiber 

 
 Pillar’s Circle 

 Audrey Meyers & Scott Agins 
 Shari & Manny Haber 

 Peri & David Namerow 
 In Memory of Ephraim & Geri Nelinson 

 
 Sponsor’s Circle 

 Anonymous (2) 
 Brandeis Men’s Club 
 Laura & Philip Brody 

 Roberta & Charles Fleischman 
 Tamara & Barry Freeman 
 Susie & Shelly Goldstein 

  Suzanne & Joshua Holden 
 Erin & Matthew Lindenberg 

 Sylvia Flescher & Tom Marcyes 
 Debbie, Wayne & Jared Miller 
 Lisa Mellman & Toby Nygaard 

 Reconstructionist Congregation Beth Israel 
 Johanna & Michael Rosen    

 Sue Rubinoff 
 Meri Schachter 

 Merille & Harvey Siegel 
 Sisterhood of Temple Israel 

 Bonita & David Weiss 
 Jen Blanck and Evan Weitz 

  

 

Photos: Jo Rosen 
Photography 
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             Gift Idea for Special Occasions: Honor a 
Loved One with a  Contribution to our  

Siddur Lev Shalem Fund 
 
We have purchased new siddurim, Siddur Lev Shalem 
(“the red books”) for our Shabbat 
services. We want to fill all our 
book holders with these wonder-
ful new editions and you can 
help!  
 
Please consider honoring a loved 
one with a gift for any special oc-
casion or milestone by dedicating 
a new Shabbat prayer book in 
their name.  You can do so with a 
$50 contribution to our Siddur 
Lev Shalem Fund.  
 

 
Another beautiful gift 
idea — Etz Hayim 
 
The Etz Hayim chumash (the Five 
Books of Moses plus all haftarot) 
makes a very special gift. The 
volume also contains insightful 
commentaries, essays, and maps 
to enrich the Torah service and 
study sessions. Contact Maureen 
Nassan in the temple office for 
information. 

 

Want to learn more about  
Reconstructionist Judaism? 

 
Reconstructing Judaism provides congregational  
support, and has a wealth of information about the 
movement’s philosophy and perspective about many 
issues.  Visit reconstructingjudaism.org.  
 
Our website has some good information on the RCBI-
related pages. In addition, we encourage you to visit 
ritualwell.org for inspiration as well as access to the 
Hashivenu podcasts and Reconstructionist Learning 

Networks.  
 

Placing an Order with the  
Reconstructionist Press 

 
Want  to purchase your own Kol 
Haneshama prayer books? The 
Reconstructionst Press has these 
and dozens of great books that 
offer fresh perspectives and 
deep insights into contemporary 
Jewish life,   ancient texts, and 
so much more.  
 
As members of an affiliated   
Reconstructionist community, 
we receive discounts on most 
press products.  
 

Shop http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org for all avail-
able titles. 
 
NOTE: BEFORE PLACING YOUR ORDER email 
JewishReconBooks@reconstructingjudaism.org or 
call 215-576-0800 x233 to confirm RCBI’s affiliation 
status and to receive your discount.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you subscribed yet to Reconstructing Judaism’s 
weekly podcast about everything Jewish?  

 
Hosts Bryan Schwartzman and Rachael Burgess     

explore how Judaism intersects with contemporary 
culture and illuminates how people live their lives.  

As the website states, “We don’t profess to have  
answers, just a host of questions, some profound, 

some rather goofy. Along the way we’ll learn about          
Judaism, the arts, politics, living a good life, and the 

interconnectedness of all things.   
Subscribe online: 

http://subscribebyemail.com 
trendingjewish.fireside.fm/rss 

Visit us at ReconstructingJudaism.org. 

Hazak — A Social Group for  
Older Members 

 
There’s no “aging out” at TI-JCC! Active seniors 
may participate in Hazak; this  is a social group that 
generally meets on the second Wednesday of 
every month  for lunch and programs of interest 
that participants plan together. Dues are only $15 
per person; come join us! Contact the synagogue 
office. 

http://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/
https://ReconstructingJudaism.org
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Rabbi Fine, cont’d. from page 1 
 
that we allow ourselves to get so disappointed and upset. 
Overall, I found support that evening for the contention I 
have long held—that disappointment with and criticism 
of Israel, from Jews, should be understood as an act of 
commitment and love.   
 
The safe space that Sweet Tastes of Torah created in 
which to discuss Israel is something that we will continue 
to build on at TI-JCC.  I have been working with Bob 
Obeiter and Christine O’Donnell in planning a synagogue 
town hall meeting to talk about Israel on Sunday, March 
10 at 10 am. One thing I learned from The Fractured 
Dialogue is that we should not be afraid to address the 
issues that may divide us. Only by talking with each other 
can we truly come together. Too many congregations 
sweep their disagreements under the rug, resulting in a 
mixture of simmering tensions and a growing irrelevancy 
of the community.   
 
TI-JCC is relevant and essential for us because it is the 
collective living room of our Jewish community where we 
come together and speak with each other. What are our 
feelings about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, about the 
role of the Orthodox in Israeli society and the status of 
non-Orthodox Judaism, about Israeli democracy and the 
challenges of its neighborhood? 
 
The era of automatic support for the Israeli government’s 
positions from the ranks of American Jewry is over. As 
could be seen from the 2019 State of the Union address 
on February 5, only half the chamber rose to clap when 
the president mentioned the recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and the moving of the US embassy. That 
policy decision, which delighted the Israeli government, 
was not embraced by the opposition party that happens 
to command the overwhelming support of American 
Jewish votes. This is one tension, among many, that de-
serves discussion in our congregational living room.   
 
With the Israeli election nearing, engagement with Israel 
should not be relegated to the floor of Congress and the 
pages of The New York Times. The discussion should start 
at home. While I do of course look forward to seeing you 
on Saturday night, March 9, for a festive reason, I also 
look forward to this important and serious discussion on 
Sunday, March 10. 
 

 
 

Rabbi Moser, cont’d. from page 1 

The perushim were attempting to democratize Judaism, 
to bring holiness out of the Temple and into the homes 
of the Jewish people. But as is so often the case, this 
effort at democratization also imposed a new kind of 
separation. Because the perushim observed rules of 
purity—such as washing the hands before eating—
previously reserved for the priesthood, they considered 
it necessary to keep themselves separate in certain 
ways from those Jews who did not observe these laws. 
Thus, a movement whose goal was to make Jewish prac-
tice relevant for all Jews came to be known as the pe-
rushim, which means set apart—set apart, that is, from 
the am ha’aretz, those “ignorant” persons who did not 
know to observe these laws in the proper way.  
 
It is easy to see in this state of affairs an analogy to the 
present day in the Jewish world. Just as in the days of 
the second Temple, Judaism in our day is divided into 
sects (or “movements”) whose differing understandings 
of the meaning and practice of Judaism impose a kind of 
separation which sometimes threatens to disturb the 
unity of Jewish peoplehood. It is because of these 
tendencies that communities such as TI & JCC, which 
unite under one roof communities of different Jewish 
movements—praying together, learning together, 
eating together and living together as one larger com-
munity—are so important to the continued develop-
ment of Jewish religious civilization.  
 
Just last Friday night it was delightful to see members of 
the TI and RCBI minyanim coming together to celebrate 
Shabbat in a spirit of mutual respect and fellowship. It 
served as a reminder (if one were needed) of how spe-
cial this community is and how necessary we and com-
munities like us are as a model of Jewish peoplehood in 
action.  
 
In a world increasingly divided along lines of national 
boundaries, ethnic and racial tensions, and ideological 
disagreement, it is vitally important for us to learn how 
to reach across the lines which divide us, and make con-
nections with those whose worldview or identities are 
different from our own. May the work we do here at TI 
& JCC in celebrating the bonds of holy community 
strengthen our resolve to go out into the world and find 
common ground with others whose path in life is less 
closely related to our own. 
 
  

Mark your calendars for our town 
hall meeting on Sunday, March 10 at 
10:00 am, where we will discuss the 
different avenues in which we can 

engage with Israel as a country and 
as a people.   
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Marc Cantor (left) played 
with both bands and revelers 
danced the night away.  
 
There were some great 1920s 
costumes in the house! Jason 
Leider’s sister Lorraine 
(below) got into the act. 
 
Photos: Bruce Thaler 


