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Selichot—9:00 pm 
Saturday, September 24, 2011 

Slide Show/Panel Discussion: 
Temple Israel Goes to Germany, April 2010 

Hear all about the Temple Israel tour of Berlin, Cologne, Frankfurt, Worms and Munich with 
Rabbi David J. Fine, PhD 

Rabbi Fine and trip participants will be present to share their experiences/reflections and answer 
questions  

Program, Sponsored by the Adult Education Committee, Will Be Followed by Selichot         
Services at 11:30 pm 
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TEMPLE TALK 

Sun, September 25 Cemetery Service 11:00 am at Beth El Cemetery 
 
Wed, September 28 Erev Rosh Hashanah Services 6:30 pm 
 
Thurs, September 29 Rosh Hashanah (1st Day) Services 8:30 am 

Babysitting Services 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Children’s Services 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Tashlich: Depart Temple Israel 6:00 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 6:30 pm 
 

Fri, September 30 Rosh Hashanah (2nd Day) Services 8:30 am 
Babysitting Services 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Children’s Services 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Friday Night Services 8:30 pm 
 

Sat, October 1  Shabbat Shuvah Services 9:00 am 
 

Fri, October 7  Kol Nidre Services 6:00 pm 
Babysitting Services 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Children’s Services 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
 

Sat, October 8  Yom Kippur Services 8:30 am 
Yizkor 11:00 am 
Babysitting Services 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Children’s Services 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Mincha/Ne’ila/Ma’ariv 5:00 pm 
Final Shofar Blast 7:30 pm 
 

Wed, October 12  Erev Sukkot Services 6:30 pm followed by dinner.  
   RSVP for dinner. 

 
Thurs, October 13 Sukkot Services (1st Day) 9:00 am 

 
Fri, October 14  Sukkot Services (2nd Day) 9:00 am 

Friday Night Family Service 7:00 pm 
 

Sat, October 15  Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot Services 9:00 am 
 
Sun, October 16  Sukkah Hop 10:30 am  
 
Wed, October 19  Hoshanah Rabbah Services 6:30 am 

 
Thurs, October 20 Shemini Atzeret Services 9:00 am 

Yizkor 10:30 am 
Ice Cream Social 6:30 pm 
Simchat Torah Services/Celebration 7:00 pm 

 
Fri, October 21  Simchat Torah Services 9:00 am 

  Friday Night Services 8:30 pm 
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 
The Northern New Jersey Jewish Academy, Our New Religious School 
 
Over the summer, while most things calm down around us, Temple Israel was engaged in 
important negotiations with one of our neighboring congregations, Temple Beth Sholom in 
Fair Lawn, to set up a combined religious school, which we have named the Northern New 
Jersey Jewish Academy.  We will refer to the school as NNJJA (pronounced “ninja”), which 
we hope will add meaning and enthusiasm to the enterprise of Jewish learning.  There 
have been times in our history when the mitzvah of Talmud Torah,  of religious learning, 

had to be practiced by stealth.  Thankfully, that is no longer the case.  Our young ninja learners will face the 
challenges of learning the alef bet,as they take their place in possession of our sacred tradition.  The story of 
NNJJA is a critical one that I am excited to share.  For almost two years now there have been discussions 
across the community about ways for different congregations to collaborate and share resources.  Temple 
Israel became a charter member of the Kehillah Project coordinated through the YJCC in Washington             
Township, and we are grateful for the leadership of their executive director, Harold Benus, for carrying forth a 
vision of communities working together.  Our own Temple Israel president, Denis Vogel, has been arguing 
consistently and tirelessly for the vision of a collaborative religious school, which has become the leading  
project at the Synagogue Leadership Initiative (SLI) at the Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey, thanks 
to the wonderful leadership Federation professionals Judy Beck and Lisa Harris Glass.  While the SLI             
initiative for a collaborate religious school continues to be discussed, Temple Israel and Temple Beth Sholom 
moved forward to start working together immediately.  I am grateful to the vision and leadership of my friend 
and colleague Rabbi Alberto Zeilicovich of Temple Beth Sholom, without whom there would be no NNJJA at 
this date.  Rabbi Zeilicovich and I talked about the idea amongst ourselves, with the presidents and school 
board chairs of both congregations, and after several meetings between the leaders of both congregations.  
An idea that Denis Vogel had at the start of his presidency was worked out between the two congregations, 
endorsed and pushed by our wonderful school board chair, Dr. Manny Haber, and enthusiastically approved 
by our Board of Directors, just as it was at Temple Beth Sholom.   The steps have been laid and now the work 
of forming a newly invigorated and even stronger school  stands before us.  For this we will follow our             
associate rabbi, Sharon Litwin, who is the Director of NNJJA.  Our school boards will be combined and work 
together.  Classes will be held at Temple Israel with special programs at Temple Beth Sholom.  Watch Rabbi 
Litwin’s column for updates on how our endeavor progresses through the year.  We are all indebted to Rabbi 
Litwin’s leadership and steady hand, without whom we could never have imagined the existence of NNJJA in 
the first place.  It was our confidence in her, both from our side and Temple Beth Sholom’s, that was             
responsible most of all for our moving forward.  I pray that this new school be the beginning of a future where 
synagogues can work in partnership rather than competition so that together we can teach Torah and insure 
that the next generation will take their place in the chain of tradition. 

A note from Alla Fine:  I wish to thank our Temple Israel family for all the support and consolation 
that you showed me when my dear grandmother, Sofia German passed away.  Thank you so much. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 This time of year a certain phrase always comes to mind, “What Summer?” As time passes, the    

actual passing of time seems to accelerate.  Yet there are memorable incidents I can  recall and 
moments of enlightenment that I would like to share. 
 
We don’t always realize the impact of our decisions until they manifest themselves in their           
consequences, whether good, bad or indifferent. One such decision of Vogel family was to send 
Jerry, our son to a Jewish summer camp.  We intellectually understood the reason for it and could 
easily justify, but we were surprisingly introduced to the benefit of our decision when Jerry led      
Friday night Shabbat services and taught everyone a new tune for “Lecha Dodi” that they used at 
camp.  The goal at TI has always been to make our youth feel at home in the sanctuary and         

comfortable with their Jewish identity.  This one incident is just one of many reasons why a Jewish camping experience 
is so important to our children’s upbringing. 
 
Another example of time passing quickly is the view of our own self images.  During our youth, we looked up to the        
Temple elders to carry the torch and make the Synagogue run.  They were always at Shabbat services, always making a 
minyan and always there to do the little things that make a Shul a community.  Somewhere along the way we became 
the elders.  I certainly never imagined myself in the role that I am in now.  Yet here I am and here many of you sit too.  I 
am asking you, the Temple Israel membership to step up to the plate.  Set an example by attending services,               
volunteering to help when asked and making a minyan so others will be able to say Kaddish.  We all know that our             
children will not do anything that we wouldn’t do ourselves.  We also know our peers really don’t want to be involved in 
anything that their friends are not doing.  Inertia works in both directions.  A synagogue that is at rest will tend to remain 
at rest.  A synagogue in motion will tend to stay in motion.  My preference is to always be in an upward motion. 
 
During this summer, a number of our fellow congregants have fallen on trying times.  Please be assured that the Temple 
Israel community is taking care of the needs of these members.  Not everyone wants public displays of outreach.  We 
need to respect the need for privacy.  We always take the members needs and requests to heart.  If something is not 
advertised, it does not mean that there is no action being taken. 
 
Carla, Jerry and I wish all of you a healthy, prosperous and sweet New Year. 
 
Denis 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE CHESED COMMITTEE DOES? 
 

If your family has experienced a significant medical issue or even a death in the family, please let us know; 
we will be glad to arrange for a meal to be sent to your house or for transportation to/from a medical visit.   
 
Do you know someone who is housebound and would benefit from a house visit?  If so, please let us know. 
  
The Chesed Committee has also been collecting nearly-new or gently used medical paraphernalia such as 
crutches, walkers, and canes, etc.  If you have a need for any of these items, please let us know.   
 
Here is another way to get involved in the Temple Israel community and feel good about it with 
little or no extra effort:  If you have storage capacity for any of these items and would be willing to let us 
store some or all of them in your garage, basement, storage shed, etc. please let us know. 
 

For any of these, please call Elyse Beidner Levene at 201-306-1283. 
 

Chesed can HELP 

CHESED 
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NNJJA DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
Welcome back to a New Year and a new name for Religious School at Temple Israel.  As Rabbi 
Fine wrote in his article, we are thrilled to be partnering with Temple Beth Sholom of Fair 
Lawn to create NNJJA, the Northern New Jersey Jewish Academy.  There are so many           
wonderful things going on this fall and I am excited for the new year!  Many of our teachers 
from last year are returning and I am sure that they will continue to provide excellent learning 
opportunities for our students.  We welcome Morah Leora Secemski and Cantor Steven Barr 
from Temple Beth Sholom to our faculty and are excited for the additions they will bring. 

 
Again we will welcome over 20 High School volunteers to our Project Yoetz program.  Teens will be volunteering as 
shadows and helpers to our students in all of the classes.  Last year’s program was a resounding success and I am 
thrilled that so many of our volunteers are returning. 
 
Look for some exciting Family Workshops as well.  Kitot Dalet and Hey will participate in a Shofar making            
workshop at the YJCC on September 25.  Master Israeli Educator Amit Shuker will teach our Kitot Aleph, Bet 
and Gimmel students and parents in November.  We will have our Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grade Hamantaschen 
bake off in February.  And of course celebrate Purim at our Megillah reading and carnival in March.  I am so            
excited for this year. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you all again.  It’s been quiet around here without our students and their families.  
 
Shana Tovah T’katayvu, may you be inscribed for a good and sweet New Year. 
-Rabbi Sharon 

Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday, September 11   First Day of School—All Grades 
All students in all grades and  all  parents should arrive at 9:30am for an opening 

assembly. 
 

A glance ahead: 
No School:  

Wednesday, September 28 Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Sunday, October 9 Columbus Day Weekend 

Wednesday, October 12 Erev Sukkot 
Wednesday, October 19 Hoshana Rabba/Erev Shemini Atzeret 

Wednesday November 9 - Sunday, November 13 NJEA Teachers Convention Week 
 

Special Events 
All students are expected to attend our special school programs. Details to be announced! 

Sunday, October 16 Sukkah Hop 
Thursday, October 20 Simchat Torah Celebration  6:30pm for Ice Cream, 7:00pm Services (this counts toward  

attendance for all students in all grades) 
Sunday, November 6 Jewish Book Fair for all ages and Parents Open House for all Grades 

Sunday, December 4 Installation of Rabbi Sharon Litwin as Associate Rabbi 

 

Continued on page 16 
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MILESTONES 

SHABBAT PROGRAMMING 
 

Na’areynu  
 

Begins Saturday, 
September 3 

 

Kindergarten - Grade 3 
Every Saturday at 10:30am 

 
 
 
 

 
Tot Shabbat 

 
Begins Saturday,        

September 10 
 

Meets the 2nd Shabbat of 
every month at 11:00am 

No session in October 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior Congregation 

10:30 am 
Begins Saturday, 

October 1 
 

Oct. 29, Nov. 19, Dec. 10, 
Jan 7, 21, Feb 4, Mar. 3, 31, 

Apr. 28, May 19 

BIRTHS 
Elise Marie Dorothy Goldstein, granddaughter of Susie & Shelly Goldstein 
Liam Samuel Weissman, grandson of Barbara & Allan Weissman 

We wish our newborns and their families strength, good health, and joy 
 
B’NEI MITZVAH 
Zachary Forstot, son of Rochelle & Jonathan Forstot 
We wish our B’nei Mitzvah a lifetime of Torah, Mitzvot, and Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Loving-kindness) 
 
REFUAH SHELEIMAH 
Eileen Blecher Kathy Schwartz 
We wish complete healing of body and spirit to all who confront illness. 
 
DEATHS 
Temple Israel member, Mimi Lurie 
Rose Cox, mother of David Cox 
Jerome Lubin, grandfather of Alan Gallatin 
Ann Kent, mother of Jennifer Zimmer 
May the families be comforted among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Oneg Shabbat  Sponsors 
Sept. 2  OPEN FOR SPONSORSHIP 
Sept. 9  Caryn Goodman & Mitchell Caplan in honor of their son Cole, on the occasion of his bar mitzvah 
Sept. 16 Carla & Denis Vogel in honor of their son, Jerry, on the occasion of his bar mitzvah 
Sept. 23 OPEN FOR SPONSORSHIP 
Sept. 30 OPEN FOR SPONSORSHIP 
 

Kiddush Sponsors 
Sept. 3  OPEN FOR SPONSORSHIP 
Sept. 10 Caryn Goodman & Mitchell Caplan in honor of their son Cole, on the occasion of his bar mit 
Sept. 17 Carla & Denis Vogel in honor of their son, Jerry, on the occasion of his bar m 
Sept. 24 OPEN FOR SPONSORSHIP—NOSH & DRASH 

ONEG/KIDDUSH SPONSORS 

MILESTONES 
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CIRCLE OF HONOR 
 

TODAH RABBAH TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS 

Benefactor’s Circle 
Beth & Freddie Kotek 
Tricia & Howard Schreiber 
 
Sustainer’s Circle 
Sue Rubinoff 
Lenore & Neil Sherman 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar’s Circle 
Audrey Meyers & Scott Agins 
Shari & Manny Haber 
Ellie & Martin Gruber 
Rita & Robert Obeiter 
 
Sponsor’s Circle 
Cheryl & Allan Alterman 
Anonymous 
Christine & Evan Dobkins 
The Fels Family 
Roberta & Charles Fleischman 

Tamara & Barry Freeman 
Sharyn & Alan Gallatin 
Susie & Shelly Goldstein 
Suzanne & Joshua Holden 
Debbie, Wayne & Jared Miller 
Peri & David Namerow 
Johanna & Michael Rosen 
Ellen & Allen Rubin 
Kurt Rosenberg 
Sisterhood of Temple Israel 
Carla & Denis Vogel 

September will be an exciting month for membership since many prospective members will be visiting our community 
and deciding whether or not Temple Israel is the “right fit”. 

 
We offer two open houses on Sunday, September 18, 2011 at 10:30 am and on Monday, September 
19, 2011 at 6:00 pm.  This is a great time to meet our clergy, get a tour of the building and to ask            
questions. 
 
While most of you are not on the membership committee, I would ask each of you to act as Temple        
Israel’s ambassadors in our community and to please refer unaffiliated friends, neighbors and fellow 

school families, who are interested in joining a vibrant Conservative Egalitarian synagogue community,  our shul. 
 
We are blessed to have as clergy, Rabbi David Fine, Cantor Caitlin O. Bromberg, and Rabbi Sharon Litwin, because 
they are knowledgeable, passionate, fun, interesting, and committed to us as a community AND they work together as a 
wonderful team. Our Hebrew school students love coming to school and we all know how to have a good time. 
 
We are blessed to have a dedicated and passionate president, Denis Vogel, who is constantly exploring new ideas and 
ways of running our shul.  Our Board is comprised of a dedicated group of volunteers and our congregants give freely of 
their time in numerous ways : layning Torah,  running programs, running fund raisers, making beautiful music, teaching 
skills, and being present for minyanim, services, and life cycle events. 
 
Please encourage your friends to check us out. 
 
And if the above isn’t enough of an incentive, this coming year Temple Israel has partnered with the YJCC of             
Washington Township in a kehillah relationship which means that if you are a member in good standing at Temple         
Israel, you can join the YJCC for only $360.00 a year and receive the benefits of a family membership for this greatly 
reduced fee (normal fee is over $1,300). 
 
Please contact me if you’d like to get involved in our membership committee. 
 
May you be blessed with a sweet year, one with good health and much laughter. 
 
Johanna Resnick Rosen 
Chair of Membership 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Welcome to Adult Education 2011-12! 
 
 

Selichot, Saturday, Saturday, September 24th, 9:00 pm 
 

Slide Show/Panel Discussion: 
Temple Israel Goes to Germany, April 2010 

 
Hear all about the Temple Israel tour of Berlin, Cologne, Frankfurt, Worms and Munich, with 

Rabbi David J. Fine, PhD 
Rabbi Fine and trip participants will be present to share their experiences/reflections and  

answer questions.  
 

Stay Tuned: Rabbi Fine’s new Sunday morning lecture series will be “The History of 
the Land and Peoples of Israel.” This class will culminate in a Summer 2012 Trip 
to Israel:  a family trip, appropriate for all ages, the last week in June. 

 
Other highlights of the 2011-12 Adult Ed programming, currently in the planning stage 
include: a scholar-in-residence lecture on Sunday, February 5, 2012 on Ancient 
Synagogues and Churches by Dr. Seth Schwartz, Lucius N. Littauer Professor of 
Classical Jewish Civilization at Columbia University, formerly on the faculty at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. Two of his scholarly interests, the social history of the 
Jewish in antiquity and Palestinian archaeology, tie in nicely with the rabbi’s Israel        

history course. 
 

Finally, Rabbi Fine will continue his irresistible Tuesday Evening Talmud Study.  We ended on a           
cliffhanger this year, so join us to find out where we left off and what happens next! New students always         
welcome, and no prior knowledge of Hebrew is required. 
 
To support this year’s Adult Education Program, please consider a donation in one of the following categories: 
Benefactors - $500; Supporters -- $136; Patrons - $54, and Friends - $36.  Please make checks payable to 
Temple Israel and note Adult Education in the memo line. Donations of any amount are welcome, and they 
will be acknowledged in Temple Talk.  Thank you in advance for your generous contributions to sustain our 
efforts. 
 
Jane Rosen 
Chair, Adult Education 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Celebrate Simchat Torah 
Friday, October 21 @ 9:00 am 

 
Suzie Holden as Kallat Torah  

and 
Freddie Kotek as Hatan Bereishit  
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FOOD & CLOTHING DRIVE FLYER 
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KEHILLAH –YJCC MEMBERSHIP 
A wonderful perk to joining Temple Israel is the opportunity to join the Bergen County YJCC at a greatly 

reduced annual rate, if you are a member in good standing at Temple Israel.  For this program to succeed we 
need to become “gym rats”.  May the “workouts begin”. 

 
 

Joining the Kehillah Partnership: YJCC Membership at Reduced Fees 
The Kehillah Partnership is a community-wide effort to build a stronger, more engaged Jewish community across  

institutional and denominational lines. To further this community-building endeavor, members of your synagogue are 
being invited to become members at the Bergen County YJCC in the Township of Washington at greatly reduced  

membership fees. 
 

This pilot program offers YJCC membership to an individual, couple or family for $360 for the YJCC fiscal year, 
September through August.  
 
Why join the YJCC? 
Your membership entitles you to full use of the facility, including: 
 • Fitness Center, with state-of-the-art equipment for strength training and conditioning 
 • Double-sized gymnasium 
 • Raquetball courts 
 • Indoor walking and jogging track 
 • 75-foot, 6-lane heated indoor swimming pool 
 • 400-square-foot indoor kiddie pool 
The Bergen County YJCC offers programs for all ages, including: 
 • Parenting Center and Nursery School 
 • Children and Teen programs, including summer day camp at the YJCC and at  Woodmont Day Camp in New 
    City, N.Y. 
 • Programs for children and young adults with special needs 
 • Adult and Senior Adult programming, including social, educational and creative options 
 
Membership fee does not include: 

• Group fitness classes (ie: zumba, total tone, spin & pilates). To participate in classes, Kehillah members pay 
$20 per month or $180 per year payable to the YJCC, per person, unlimited attendance. The group fitness class 
option may be added at any time. (Please note that yoga and karate have their own fee structure, applicable to 
all YJCC members.) 
• Special programming on Tuesdays and Thursdays for Senior Adults. A supplemental fee of $60 per person per 
year, payable to the YJCC, is required for participation. 
• Use of upstairs locker room, including towels, laundry service and permanent locker. There is a $400 per year 
fee, payable to the YJCC, to take advantage of this locker room and services. (Please note that 50 percent of 
this fee is applied to YJCC charitable programs and is tax deductible.) 

 
To join the Kehillah Partnership’s YJCC membership initiative: 
Your YJCC membership fee will be processed through Temple Israel. Please contact our synagogue office to      
arrange payment. Our synagogue office will then notify the YJCC that you are part of the Kehillah Partnership and have 
joined the YJCC. Then, go to the YJCC, 605 Pascack Road, Township of Washington, fill out a membership application 
and health release form and have your required photo ID’s made (age 6 and up). Please note that there is a $5.00 fee 
for each photo ID.  
 
If you would like to take a tour of the YJCC or have questions about the facility or its programs, please contact Michele 
Jaffe, YJCC member services manager, at (201) 666-6610. 
 
Want to know more about the YJCC? Go to www.yjcc.org.  
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TIKKUN OLAM 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Dear Friends, 
 
The High Holy Days bring us melodies that evoke deep meaning and personal memories 
for all of us.  Cantor Caitlin Bromberg, the Temple Israel Volunteer Choir, and I are so 
grateful to be able to share the beautiful music of the Season with you all.  Our music will 

be presented during Selichot, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.  Our Choir members include: 
 
Cheryl Alterman, Todd Bakal, Elyse Beidner Levene, Irene Bressler, Debbie Cantor, Marc Cantor, 
Eitan Cohen, Pam Cohen, Christine Dobkins, Alan Gallatin, Joyce Taylor, Jonathan Taylor, Larry 
Klein, Jo Resnick Rosen, Nanette Rosenbaum, Harlan Rosenthal, Tova Samuels, Barbara          
Schneider, Elaine Silverstein, Bob Smolen, Liz Walker, Sandy Wechsler, and Cindy Zirkin.  These 
wonderful friends have attended rehearsals all summer and look forward to sharing their hard work 
with you. 
 
May you and your loved ones be inscribed for a Sweet and Happy New Year. 
 
Love, 
 
Tamara Freeman, D.M.A. 
Music Chair and Choir Director 

Shanah Tovah, everyone!  Welcome to the 5772 edition of B'yachad, the havurah (fellowship) group 
for the younger families, members, and prospective members of the Temple Israel community.   We 
are busy planning a full calendar of fun events for the new year, starting with a couple of classics in 
September: 

  
First, we’ll have our monthly Shabbat potluck at one of our members’ house on            
September 16.  We gather at 6:30 pm for schmoozing and dinner (and of course some 
wine) while the kids eat and play together (kid schmoozing, with neither wine nor whine).  
We wrap it up almost in time to join the rest of the congregation at the Friday night          
service.  Just kidding, Rabbi, of course we’ll get there on time! :) 

 
Our other event in September is our annual Rosh Hashanah apple picking picnic.  
We’ll meet at Masker’s Orchard at 1pm (or soon as we can get there after Sunday 
school gets out) on Sunday, September 18.  Park under the apple trees and share 
lunch while the kids work the harvest.  Details and directions will be sent by email. 
 
What?  You’re not on the email list?  Just send us an email at Byachad-contact@synagogue.org and 
you won’t have to wait until the next Temple Talk to see what else we have planned.  Or if your       
laptop’s out of batteries and you just dove under a waterfall with your blackberry on your belt, you 
can call Josh 201-445-2676 (evenings) or 973-284-2557 (days) for the latest updates. 
 
Josh and Suzie Holden 
B’Yachad people 

B’YACHAD 
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B’NEI MITZVAH 
This section intentionally left blank. 
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CHARITABLE GIFTS 
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BRANDEIS MEN’S CLUB 
r a nd e i s 
Men’s C lub B 

bmc@synagogue.org 

Our goal this year is to grow our membership to 100 dues paying, and 
active members.  Please join us in any one of our programs that were 
detailed in the High Holiday package, and also with the brochure that 
will also have them listed on the table in the main lobby!  Our upcoming 
events are as follows: 
 
Sunday, September 11 – Cemetery Clean up 

     Contact David Millman 
 
Sunday, September 25,  
4:00 PM Tailgate party while watching the Jet’s on TV from our T.I. parking lot!   
Contact Bob Rohrberger 
 

High Holiday Ushering – we can use a few good men-Contact Joe Wechsler 
 
Sunday, December 11, 10:30 AM Hearing Men’s Voices, a discussion group for men, with bagels 
and coffee! Contact Alex Rothschild 

 
Tag Sale:  Do you have ‘stuff’ to clean out of your house?  The BMC will be hosting 
a Tag Sale in our Temple parking lot on Sunday, October 30, from 10:30 AM – 2:00 
PM.  You can either rent a table/space from us for $100(limited availability) and sell 
your own things, or you can donate your things to BMC for us to sell.  We will have 
a storage shed in the T.I. parking lot after October 10 where you can drop your 
things off, if they are in good, salable condition. If you need help in transporting your 

things to the temple please let Jack Deino know ASAP to arrange a pick up!  
jack_deino@yahoo.com  or 201-857-3884. 
 
Man of the Year!  Affectionately known at our MOY!  This year we are very proud to honor  Bob, 
Obeiter.   Bob has been involved in so many productive projects behind the scenes over the years, 
as well as being on the front line too.  We’ve all seen Bob on the Bima as our past Ritual Chair, and 
has been working in recent times for countless hours on our building security.  You’ve seen the 
planters around, as well as the decorative rock designs, and many electronic monitoring systems 
that Bob is overseeing.  Please take a moment to stop Bob and thank him for all of his wonderful ef-
forts, and then plan to officially honor him on Men’s Club Weekend, March 23-25.  More details to 
follow! 

 
Saturday, January 21, 2012 – Music of  Gerard Edery - vocals, guitar, sax, composer, 
cantorial soloist - is recognized as a leading musical folklorist and a master singer and 
guitarist, and he will be entertaining us with his renowned Sephardic music, after we have 
dined to exotic foods from the countries his music has been influenced by!  Please set 

aside the date now, for a wonderful evening of great music food, and friends at our annual            
fundraiser!  More details to follow! 
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SISTERHOOD 

Gift Shop News: 
All merchandise is 20% off the retail 

cost. Remember that with each        

purchase, you are making a             

contribution to our synagogue. We 

have mezzuzot, tallitot, necklaces, ear-

rings and other bnai mitzvah gifts and a 

variety of items of Judaica too numerous to list that make   ap-

propriate gifts for many occasions. The inventory will be in stock 

this fall. If the gift shop is closed, please contact Laura Brody at 

(201) 670-1916 or email lwbrody@aol.com to make a purchase 

or arrange to browse our selection. 

Sisterhood is once again offering customized 
kippot for your simchas. Before buying 
online, check with us! We will save you 

money. Contact Carla Vogel at 201-670-1642 or           
Carla@synagogue.org 

 

Linda Van Grover continues to handle tallitot sales this 

year. A new selection is available in our gift shop, and 

Linda will be happy to assist you with 

selection, whether it is in stock or 

needs to be custom- ordered.  Call 

Linda at (201) 447-1685 or email     

vangrover@aol.com 

Sisterhood is beginning the new year with a series of exciting events. Please join us: 
 
Ladies Night Out and Art Show  
Our first Ladies Night Out of the year will take place on Tuesday, September 20, at 8:00 pm at the synagogue. Enjoy 
the work of local artists and craftspeople, meet new and old friends, drink wine and schmooze. Contact Linda Paige at 

201-236-5944 for more information 
 
Third Annual Kugelthon in the synagogue kitchen, Tuesday, October 4, 8:00 pm. Come help prepare the 
Yom Kippur break-fast! 
 
 

Sisters in the Sukkah 
On Tuesday, October 18, at 8:00 pm, celebrate the ancient Jewish harvest festival of Sukkot by hearing 
Lisa Vandenberg, veganic farmer and owner of Hesperides Organica, talk about local and sustainable agri-
culture. 
 
Torah Fund  
This year's Torah Fund pin is now available, and it's gorgeous. Contact Peri Namerow at 201-652-4200. Get yours be-
fore the High Holy Days! 

 
Kippots for your Simchas  
Sisterhood is once again selling custom kippot. Before you buy on line, check with us--you'll save money 
AND benefit the synagogue. Contact Carla Vogel at 201-670-1642 or Carla@synagogue.org 

 
Join Hadassah 
Lifetime memberships are available for just $100 through December 31. To join the North Bergen chapter, contact 
Susie Goldstein at 201-444-4704 or email susieg70@aol.com. To join the Paramus Bat Sheva chapter, contact Elyse 
Levene at elyselawyer@msn.com 
 
And last but definitely not least, join Sisterhood for the new year. The membership form is in your High Holiday 
packet.  Dues are still just $36 for synagogue members, $54 for nonmembers, free for new members. 

 
Thanks 
Many thanks to Peri and David Namerow for hosting this year’s pool party and to Waltraud Unger for 
preparing the delicious food. It was a lovely evening. Thanks to everyone who bought honey—you once 
again made this a very successful fundraiser. Thanks to Joan Goldberg and Linda Paige for running the 
honey sale. Thanks again to Waltraud Unger for presenting a fascinating six-part nutrition series over the 
summer for the benefit of Sisterhood and Men’s Club. 



16 

 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

Shabbat Attendance 
 

When you attend Friday evening or Saturday 
morning Shabbat services, please move your 
card to the front of the box.  Your attendance 
will be recorded after Shabbat.   
 

All students who attend at least 13 Shabbat 
services will receive an award at the end of 
the school year!  

High Holy Day Volunteers Needed: 
If you are a high school or college student and 
want to volunteer in one of the High Holy Day 
children’s services, please contact, Rabbi 
Sharon Litwin at (201) 444-9320 or send an 
email to slitwin@synagogue.org ASAP.  
Thanks  

El Al is open to all Temple Israel Members in 4th and 5th grade including those who are Day 
School Students, Religious School Students and even your friends who are Jewish who 
might just want to hang out with us.  Tell them to come too! 
 
I am so excited to start this year off for El Al with a bang!  We will be playing games,  

getting to know each other and eating pizza at our open house on Sunday, September 11 after Religious School 
from 12:45-2:15.  Parents are invited as well. 
 
The calendar for all of our events this year is as follows.  We’d love to have parent chaperones at all of our 
events, parents if you want to bring one of your friends (i.e. another El Al Parent), please do, so you can have a 
someone to hang out with while the El Al-niks are busy with their activities. 
 
If you have any questions about El Al, please don’t hesitate to call or email me at Temple Israel. 
 
Don’t forget to sign up for El Al, your registration form is in the High Holy Day packet that went out at the end 
of July.  If you need a new form, I can email it to you, just let me know. 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful year. 
-Rabbi Sharon 
 

El Al Calendar 2011-2012 
 
All Events are Sundays unless otherwise noted.  All begin after Religious School at 12:45-2:15 unless otherwise 
noted. 
 
September 12 --  Open House at Temple Israel 
October 16 – Cooking and Eating in the Sukkah 
November 20  Field Trip to Ice House – Leave TI at 12:45-Return at 3:15. 
December 11  -- Pre Hanukkah Party 
Jan 22 – Monster Golf 
Friday 6pm – Saturday 5pm February 10-11 – El Al Shabbaton/ Youth Shabbat 
March 18— Chocolate Seder 
April 29 – El Al Lounge Afternoon 
May 20 – Spring Hike in Ramapo Reservation (Parent Chaperones Needed) Leave TI 12:45 return 3:15. 

 

NNJJA (cont.) 
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DONATIONS 
We thank all of our donors: 

Temple Israel Operating Fund 
Peri & David Namerow in honor of Kyra Zeller on the 
occasion of her graduation from college 
Patricia & Howard Schreiber in honor of Charlie Ehrlich 
for being elected in Philadelphia as Judge of Common Pleas 
Gayle & Robert Sussman in honor of Bonnie & David 
Weiss on the engagement of their son, Jesse to Shani     
Bengal 
Johanna & Michael Rosen in memory of Renee        
Royak-Shaler, sister of Jules Royak 
Lois Rowitt in honor of Temple Israel 
 
Chumash Etz Hayim 
June & Barry Kaplan in honor of Caitlin & Kenneth 
Crane-Moscowitz on the occasion of their B’nei Mitzvah 
 
Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekdays 
Ellen & Allen Rubin in honor of Jerry Vogel on becoming 
a Bar Mitzvah 
 
Mahzor Lev Shalem 
Sharon & Kenneth Levitsky in memory of Marilyn        
Levitsky, mother of Kenneth Levitsky 
Sharon & Kenneth Levitsky in memory of Marvin        
Spielman, father of Sharon Levitsky 
Johanna & Michael Rosen in memory of Morris Kotek, 
father of Freddie Kotek 
 
Amsterdam Family Endowment Fund 
Susan Amsterdam in honor of Maureen Nassan and Bob 
Seltsam on the arrival of their daughter, Maeve Elizabeth 
Seltsam 
 
Barry H. Glick Chesed Endowment Fund 
Judy Glick in honor of Bonnie & David Weiss on the       
engagement of their son, Jesse to Shani Bengal 
Judy Glick in honor of Maureen Nassan and Bob Seltsam 
on the arrival of their daughter, Maeve Elizabeth Seltsam 
 
Susan Reeve/Temple Israel Feed the Hungry Fund 
Risa & Robert Rohrberger to commemorate the Yahrzeit 
of Bob’s father 
Ruth Susnick & Peter Safirstein 
Ellen & Allen Rubin 
 

Bequests To Temple Israel  
You can make an enduring gift to Temple Israel through 
your will as a bequest. A bequest is perhaps the        
simplest form of planned giving to arrange, and Temple 
Israel can be named as one of your beneficiaries. A 
bequest could involve cash, stocks, real estate or other 
property and is usually a percentage of the residue of 
your estate, which is given after your family needs are 
cared for. You may designate that your bequest be 
used for a particular purpose, and you may indicate 
whether it is for current needs or endowment. Because 
a bequest is revocable, there is no immediate income 
tax deduction, but your gift will be deductible from your 
taxable estate. Please consult with an attorney when 
writing your will in order for your wishes to be clearly 
articulated. 
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OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  GIVING OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  GIVING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  GIVING 

TEMPLE ISRAEL GENERAL  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To fund maintenance and/or 
capital improvement projects to Temple Israel 
properties. 
 

AMSTERDAM FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT FUND  
PURPOSE:   To provide siddurim to Temple 
Israel religious school students. 
 

DONALD  FELLOWS 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To fund the education program  
portion of the Annual Holocaust  
Remembrance.  
 

PHYLLIS ANN ZWEIG FRIEDMAN 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To provide scholarship to a 
Temple Israel high school student to attend  
an  Israel/Eastern Europe educational 
program. 
 

BARRY H. GLICK 

CHESED ENDOWMENT FUND 

PURPOSE:  To fund both the cost of a 
professional motivational speaker who will 
inspire attendees to perform acts of 
lovingkindness AND the Chesed forum which 
will follow the talk. 
 

DAVID & SARA GOODMAN  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To fund  supplemental Jewish 
experiences for Jewish youth. 
 

DAVID & SALLY KIRSCH  
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To provide scholarship to a 
religious school graduating student for 
continuing Jewish religious education. 
 

ALEXANDER & SOPHIE PURITZ 
MEMORIAL 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:  To fund the Temple Israel 
Annual  Hanukkah Party, which shall include  
the distribution of silver dollars to all students.  
 

MAX AARON STRACHMAN MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY ENDOWMENT FUND 
PURPOSE:   To purchase educational 
materials for the library as well as fund library  
related educational events. 
 

WILLIAM & RHODA TOONKEL  

JEWISH MUSIC ENDOWMENT FUND  
PURPOSE:  To promote Jewish musical 
education for the Temple Israel religious 
school, as well as other musical and cultural 
experiences for Temple Israel and Jewish 
Community Center. 

Endowment Funds Donations & Dedications 
While Judaism itself can thrive without reference to finances, a community of Jews who are committed to 
the purpose of the synagogue—learning, worship, and fellowship—does need financial resources to help 
each other and themselves.   

Most of us recognize our obligation to maintain membership in Temple Israel and to support it by payment 
of annual dues.  However, dues alone do not cover all of our costs.  There is a continuing need for 
donations to help assure the synagogue’s strength and development . 

We encourage any and all donations to Temple Israel.  The following are suggested giving opportunities in 
which the funds are used to support all aspects of synagogue life: 

Temple Israel Operating Fund    any amount 

Tributes       $5 

DEDICATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekdays    $54 

Mahzor Lev Shalem For Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur  $64 
Chumash Etz Hayim     $118 

Simcha Terrace Paver     $136 
Memorial Plaque      $540 

Large Memorial Tablet     $54,000 

The following  are  suggested  giving opportunities in which the funds are used to support specific areas of 
synagogue life:  
Temple Israel Chai Campaign Fund                                                               any amount 
Funds the major capital improvements from our synagogue building renovation 
Religious School Enrichment Fund     any amount 

Funds religious school enrichment programs & materials  
Endowment Funds  $25,000 to establish a fund;   $18 donation to established funds 
Each Fund has a specific purpose. Consult column on the right 
Susan Reeve/Temple Israel Feed the Hungry Fund                                         any amount 
Funds Temple Israel’s Tikkun Olam Feed the Hungry Program 

Kiddush Club   Funds the kiddush when there is no regular kiddush sponsor  $144 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund                                                                              any amount 
Funds charitable purposes, at the discretion of the Rabbi 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund                                                                          any amount 
Funds charitable purposes, at the discretion of the Cantor 

Contribution Form 
Name: ______________________________________ 
Address:  ____________________________________ 
Enclosed is my contribution of $________________ to   
___________________________________________ 

Checks for General Donations or Dedications should be made payable to Temple Israel.                       
Checks for an Endowment  or Discretionary Fund should be made payable to the  specific Fund.                                  

This contribution is _____in honor of or _____in memory of 
______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

JEWISH BUSINESS NETWORK HOLDS 

MEETINGS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL 
 

The Bergen County chapter of the Jewish Business Network (JBN) has announced that its next meeting will be held at 
8:15 a.m. on September. Subsequent meetings will be held on November 8, December 6 and January 9 at Temple            
Israel. 
 
Network with “The Tribe” with Bergen County area professionals. This is our newest JBN location. The meeting will be 
hosted by David Cox of Marathon Energy Group. Meet JBN members and business professionals from Temple Israel. 
The registration fee is $8 in advance or $10 at the event. Coffee and bagels will be provided. To register for the August 
31 meeting or for more information, log on at www.jbusinessnetwork.net.  
 
JBN (JBusinessNetwork.net) is a place for Jewish people to connect online and in person for networking and career 
growth. Business networking is not about selling, but rather about making strategic contacts. The Web site allows Jewish 
professionals to make those contacts through the power of online social networking. We also host face-to-face meetings 
which allows these contacts to develop into true relationships. JBN’s mission is to be the premier way for Jewish               
professionals of all ages, affiliations, and nationalities to connect with other Jews for growing their businesses and            
careers through personal and virtual networking. JBN seeks membership enrollment of Jews from all industries, religious 
denominations, political affiliations, and geographic locations. It’s a non-exclusive network meaning that there are no 
limits on the number of members joining who work in the same industry. 
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